SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH].

Every Sunday, the South African Radio League broadcasts news bulletins in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time, respectively. These bulletins are carried on HF and on various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. Johan, ZS6JPL, relays the bulletin on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511. You can download the audio bulletins from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/. The text version is available at https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.

In the news today:

THE OCTOBER 2026 RADIO ZS

HF CONDITIONS SOUTH AFRICA

and

THE YOUTH NEEDS YOUR HELP NEXT WEEKEND

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

We begin this bulletin with news of a Silent Key.

It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Jan Schubart, ZS6ARV, went silent on Sunday, 13 September 2026. Jan was known for his role as a National Director of Hamnet in the early 1990s and early 2000s, his membership of various disaster management committees promoting the usefulness of radio amateurs, his role as a founding member of the Sandton Amateur Radio Club, his membership of Scouts South Africa (hence radio amateurs’ involvement in the annual “Kontiki” event) and his volunteer work with the Red Cross of South Africa. We extend our sincere condolences to his family and friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

The SARL News Team wishes all the RAE candidates the best of luck in the radio amateur examination on Saturday, 10 October 2026.

THE OCTOBER 2026 RADIO ZS

The October 2026 issue of Radio ZS was uploaded to the League website on Tuesday, 29 September 2026. We look at preserving South Africa's Morse Code heritage; two radio amateurs, one lighthouse and an adventure at Diaz Point; the ARRL VUCC and FFMA Awards for VHF/UHF Grid Chasers; amateur radio frequency usage around the SKA; and using generative AI for radio design.

There is information about the 2026 SOTA Expedition, the NR-1 Antenna Noise Blanker, an 80-metre portable vertical, RLC-loaded multiband OCFD antennas and a variable DC load power supply rated from 0 to 15 A. We look at modulation, BACAR-14, recording sound from your transceiver, DMR for beginners and an alternative use for the FreeDV software. Download your copy today.

CONTEST NEWS

There are three local contests and one international contest remaining this month. Today, Sunday, 4 October, you can participate in the AWA SSB Valve QSO Party. Then, on Wednesday, 14 October, you can participate in the Early Morning Coffee QSO Party (remember the coffee!) The SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest is on the air on Wednesday, 21 October. Find the rules in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

To end the month, you can participate in the CQ WW DX Phone Contest on 24 and 25 October. You can work the world on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. The exchange is an RS report and your CQ Zone; for South Africa, it is Zone 38.

HF CONDITIONS SOUTH AFRICA

Georg, ZS1GFL, has created real-time HF propagation information for South African amateurs. Visit https://zs1gfl.ampr.org/HFSA/index.html. This page provides a free shortwave radio propagation report designed for South African radio amateurs. It briefly shows how favourable radio band conditions are at present. It displays the current state of the Sun and the Earth's magnetic field; together, these determine whether long-distance radio signals will propagate well or fade away.

You can see which bands are worth trying, the potential range of signals and the conditions expected over the next day or two. A world map shows day and night areas and marks the “grey line” along the boundary between them — a prime location for picking up distant stations. Everything updates automatically several times an hour. Times are displayed in both South African time and UTC, synchronized to an accurate clock.

There is also a page dedicated to QO-100, the amateur radio satellite and a guide explaining every term used on the site. The information serves as a guideline, not a guarantee. Radio conditions are constantly changing and no prediction is ever certain. Georg would like to receive feedback from fellow radio amateurs; you can contact him at zs1gfl@gltech.co.za.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

YEAR OF THE CLUB… SPECIAL DELIVERY TO 7Q (MALAWI)

It is the ARRL’s Year of the Club and several radio clubs are helping to build up amateur radio some 12 800 km away in Malawi. One of them is the New Providence Amateur Radio Club (NPARC), an ARRL-affiliated club in New Jersey, which contributed “one very full pickup truck with antennas, coax, test instruments and tools” to a shipping container packed with gear bound for the Jeffrey Dahn Memorial Foundation in Embangweni, Malawi. The foundation is run by Don Jones, 7Q6M and, according to its website, aims to encourage interest and develop skills in STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) through the hands-on discipline of amateur radio.

NPARC’s relationship with this programme goes back to a random QSO a few years ago between 7Q6M and NPARC activities director Sam Sealy, KC2OSR. Don’s QSL card piqued Sam’s interest, since the club had a large collection of surplus equipment donated by the families of Silent Keys. Making contact off-air, Don told Sam he would take whatever they could spare. That resulted in the club’s first shipment of 64 kg of gear destined for Malawi.

The club has recently been collecting more items, including two Hamtek oscilloscopes it purchased for use at the foundation’s technical school in Embangweni, the Jeffrey Dahn Learning Centre. The newly gathered gear from NPARC and other clubs is about to begin its journey across the Atlantic. Don told the club this week that he had received a shipping container in which to pack all the equipment bound for its new home. [The ARRL Letter, 1 October 2026].

THE YOUTH NEEDS YOUR HELP NEXT WEEKEND

CQ Hou Koers is the Voortrekkers' national amateur radio communication day, taking place on Saturday, 17 October 2026. Yes, it falls on the same weekend as Jamboree on the Air and the BACAR-14 launch! Chat via amateur radio with other Voortrekkers and Scouts from across South Africa, Namibia and even the rest of the world. Learn more about a fascinating hobby that fosters resilience and aligns perfectly with the Voortrekkers' commitment to service. Contact Andries Visagie (ZS6VL) at andries.visagie@gmail.com for more information about CQ Hou Koers and to offer your assistance in getting a Voortrekker Commando on the air.

Jamboree on the Air and Jamboree on the Internet are the world’s largest digital and radio Scout event, promoting friendship and global citizenship. The event takes place every year in October. It is a great opportunity for Scouts and Scout groups to take part in an international jamboree. JOTA/JOTI 2026 takes place from Friday, 16 October, to Sunday, 18 October. Scouts from around the world can join in over the internet or amateur radio, take part in activities and learn about one another’s countries.

JOTA/JOTI is open to Scouts and Guides of all ages. To take part, register your branch or group on the JOTA/JOTI website: https://www.jotajoti.info/. You can make JOTA/JOTI 2026 part of an event about communication and international Scouting. For a JOTI-only event, you need a computer and a good internet connection. Details are available online when you register.

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6WBT-1, now 46 days into its journey and having travelled 66 503 km, has finally picked up the pace and is cruising along at around 100 km/h. It spent much of the past week meandering at roughly 30 km/h, even doubling back westwards several times instead of following its usual eastward course! It is now well out over the Pacific Ocean, heading towards South America. The telemetry received suggests that it is in good health. It is flying at 15,84 km, with a reported temperature of −24°C and a solar panel voltage of 4,15 V.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at very low levels during the week. There are currently two sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There are a low probability of C-class solar flares and a very low probability of M-class flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 23. The 30 to 15 m bands may provide some DX fun, especially in the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

1 to 10 October – the 2026 SOTA Expedition
Today – the AWA SSB Valve QSO Party
10 October – the October RAE
14 October – the Early Morning Coffee QSO Party
16 to 18 October – Jamboree on the Air
17 October – CQ Hou Koers and the BACAR-14 launch
21 October – the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest
24 – 25 October- the CQ WW DX Phone Contest

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The October 2026 issue of Radio ZS is available on the League website. We look at preserving South Africa's Morse Code heritage; two radio amateurs, one lighthouse and an adventure at Diaz Point; the ARRL VUCC and FFMA Awards for VHF/UHF Grid Chasers; amateur radio frequency usage around the SKA; using generative AI for radio design; and more.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send them by email to artoday@sarl.org.za.

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145.700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145.7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145.6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by ...................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

