SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH].

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/. 

In the news today:

THE NOVEMBER 2026 RADIO ZS

BACAR-14 SKYBRIDGE REPORT BACK

and

THE YASME EXCELLENCE AWARD

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

We begin this bulletin with news of a silent key.

It is with deep regret that we must announce that the key of Cliff Smyth, ZS6BOX, went silent on 23 October 2026. Cliff was a passionate and dedicated radio amateur who, since obtaining his licence in 1974, remained an enthusiastic and familiar presence on the amateur radio bands. His love for amateur radio was matched only by his willingness to serve and contribute to the hobby he held so dear.

He served with distinction as a trusted Councillor of the South African Radio League (SARL) and held the important position of Treasurer for many years. His dedication, sound judgement and outstanding service earned him numerous awards and honours, including the prestigious Honorary Life Membership of the SARL, a fitting recognition of his remarkable contribution to amateur radio in South Africa.

We extend our sincere condolences to Wendy, Angela, Felicity, Joy-Ann and the entire Smyth family, also to his many friends.

PAUSE
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THE NOVEMBER 2026 RADIO ZS

Halfway through October, MS Publisher stopped working. After more than 30 years of producing club newsletters and Radio ZS, the Editor must find new desktop software! He is working with Affinity by Canva to get the November 2026 issue ready – what a learning curve.

Thank you to the Riversdal Voortrekker Commando for your article about CQ Hou Koers. Where are the other Voortrekker stations and the Jamboree on the Air stations? Send that article to radiozs@sarl.org.za by Wednesday 28 October.

BACAR-14 SKYBRIDGE REPORT BACK

BACAR-14 Skybridge carried amateur radio experimentation into the stratosphere on Saturday, 17 October, when a hydrogen-filled latex balloon lifted 17 experimental payloads from Secunda to almost 28 kilometres above sea level. The mission explored how affordable, recoverable communications equipment could support SARL HAMNET, search and rescue and disaster communications.

The payload train weighed 10,85 kilograms and the hydrogen balloon had a final neck lift of 11,6 kg. Its experiments included APRS and LoRa tracking, crossband FM voice repeaters, slow-scan television, a six-metre WSPR beacon, cameras and environmental and motion sensors. Lift-off took place just before 08:00. The LoRa-APRS tracker, ZR6LJK-6, recorded a maximum GPS altitude of approximately 27,918 metres at 09:16, after an ascent lasting about 78 minutes. To-date, not all flight reports are in, but for the few we have, this is a summary of BACAR-14.

Ground-station participation extended well beyond the launch area. Records identify uploads through gateways at the launch site, in the chase vehicle, at Trichardsfontein Dam and in Howick, KwaZulu-Natal. Three packets were uploaded through the Howick gateway, ZR5SEM-10, while the balloon was above 19 kilometres. The calculated separation was approximately 322 kilometres: an encouraging result for low-power airborne communications, although local receiver logs would strengthen confirmation of the direct radio path.

ZR6WT’s payload combined six-metre WSPR transmissions at 20 milliwatts with photography, weather measurements and motion logging. Six receiving stations reported the beacon, at distances ranging from five to 170 kilometres. Its camera captured 243 high-definition, wide-angle photographs before recording stopped at about twenty minutes to nine. The final calculated barometric altitude was approximately 15,3 kilometres. Both parts of the payload stopped within about a minute of each other, suggesting a power-related failure that remains under investigation. Motion readings also revealed substantial launch stresses, including a recorded vertical acceleration peak of about eleven g and rotation readings near the gyroscope’s measurement limit.

The AeroLink crossband voice repeater supported contacts during approximately the first ten minutes of flight but subsequently became unreliable. Its report describes strong interference between nearby transmitters and receivers on the shared payload train. Further testing will investigate receiver overload, filtering, antenna isolation and repeater control.

The Lumina Stratos experiment returned no flight photographs or sensor records, although it operated after recovery. Its precise failure cause remains unresolved, highlighting the need to verify recording and power status immediately before launch.

Dylan’s HoloCube tested an unusual optical experiment intended to produce a floating image using a transparent pyramid. Assembly and exposure problems prevented the intended effect, while condensation obscured the optics. Nevertheless, its camera recorded almost continuously during the flight and the battery sustained recording for more than 17 hours after switch-on.

Together, these reports show both the promise and the engineering challenges of stratospheric amateur radio. Long-range tracking received WSPR signals and initial voice contacts provided useful demonstrations. Power reliability, radio interference, optical design and complete-system testing provided equally valuable lessons. Those findings will help guide future BACAR experiments and the development of practical airborne support for emergency communications.
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SUBMISSION OF NEWS ITEMS

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than 12:00 CAT on the Friday preceding the bulletin date. The bulletin compiler needs time to compile the bulletin in English and Afrikaans, then it goes to the proofreaders and afterwards to the news recorders. The bulletins are also sent to the SARL Secretary for uploading to the website and distribution by e-mail.

THE YASME EXCELLENCE AWARD

Established in 2008 by the Yasme Foundation (www.yasme.org), the Excellence Award is presented to individuals and groups who, through their service, creativity, effort and dedication, have made significant contributions to amateur radio. These contributions may recognise technical, operating or organisational achievements, as all three are necessary for amateur radio to grow and prosper.

The latest recipient, announced on 18 October, is the Reverse Beacon Network team (www.reversebeacon.net), comprising Felipe Ceglia, PY1NB, the founder; Nick Sinanis, F5VIH; Mark Glenn, K7MJG; Dave Pascoe, KM3T, founder and owner of LiveATC.NET; Pete Smith, N4ZR; Dick Williams, W3OA and Chris White, WX7V.

The award recognises the team's contributions to amateur radio through its support of a global, volunteer-operated network of automated amateur radio receiver stations (SDR skimmers). These stations listen to radio bands and report who is transmitting in near real time. The network is invaluable for propagation testing, antenna comparisons, contest operating and results adjudication. The network typically has 250 active nodes around the world, measuring a station's frequency, signal strength, signal-to-noise ratio and sending speed, which are then reported live to a central RBN database.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at very low levels during the week. There are currently two sunspot regions with simple to slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There are a moderate probability of C-class solar flares and a low probability of M-class solar flares. If you want to make your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 38. The 10 to 30 m bands may provide some DX fun, especially in the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the CQ WW DX Phone Contest
31 October – the SARL VHF/UHF FM Mode Contest
4 and 5 November – the Taurids meteor shower
7 November – the West Rand Flea Market and the SARL Spring QRP Contest
11 November – Armistice Day

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The Editor of Radio ZS is using new software to compile the November issue after Microsoft Publisher was retired. Thank you to the Riversdal Voortrekker Commando for your article about CQ Hou Koers. Where are the other Voortrekker stations and the Jamboree on the Air stations? Send that article to radiozs@sarl.org.za by Wednesday 28 October.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than 12:00 CAT on the Friday preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome, please send them by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145,6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by ...................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

