SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL,  read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/. 
 
In the news today:

OCTOBER 2026 RAE NEWS

HF CONDITIONS SA HAS A NEW HOME

and

CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

OCTOBER 2026 RAE NEWS

A total of 81 candidates sat the examination on 10 October 2026 at registered examination centres. The results were released to candidates on Friday afternoon, with 66 candidates successfully passing the examination. The SARL congratulates all successful candidates on their achievement.

Candidates who were unsuccessful are reminded that they may rewrite the examination in May 2027 at no additional cost. However, they must register for the examination again.

The SARL would like to thank all the instructors who presented classes, as well as the invigilators and their assistants at the examination centres, for their efforts in ensuring that the examinations proceeded smoothly. Our thanks also go to the HF assessors who assisted candidates with their HF assessments.

Candidates who passed may now proceed with their licence applications through ICASA. Two PowerPoint presentations are available on the SARL website at  https://mysarl.org.za/about-amateur-radio-menu/ to guide candidates through the registration and licence application processes step by step.

THE 2027 SARL DIARY OF EVENTS

The draft 2027 SARL Diary of Events is available for download from the League website, so go to Special interest groups and click on the first menu item - SARL Diary of Events. Please have a look at the Diary and provide the SARL Secretary with information on your Club’s events, special event stations, etc. Please send the information to secretary@sarl.org.za by Saturday 31 October 2026.

HF CONDITIONS SA HAS A NEW HOME
 
Georg, ZS1GFL reports that HF Conditions SA has a new home at https://zs1gfl.gpio.co.za/HFSA/ - see SARL News 4 October 2026. The site runs 2 instances and a load balancer to spread the load between them. This is hosted by long-time friend and amateur John, ZS1EQ/ZL1VMM.
 
If you have done the app install on any of your devices, please uninstall and reinstall from the new site, and re-enter your Callsign and Grid Square. Site functionality is identical as before. The old site will be shut off by weekend and will become the development site for further expansion/development/testing before being pushed to the production site.
 
Georg says he would like to thank John, ZS1EQ/ZL1VMM for the hosting space and time and effort he put in to make his more accessible. Comments to zs1gfl@glech.co.za please.

VIDEOS FROM THE 2026 SPACE SYMPOSIUM

All available videos of presentations delivered during this year’s symposium on 1 August are available for free on the AMSAT SA YouTube channel. The links can be found at www.amsatsa.org.za. The latest video to be added is a presentation by Ethan Kaslassy from Aurora Ice, which covers a new South African satellite project.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

A BRIEF UPDATED REPORT ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO-BALLOONS

ZS6WBT-1 was last heard on 9 October at 11:54 UTC. The final transmission indicated a sudden drop in altitude from its usual 15,8 km down to 4,16 km, signalling that the balloon had clearly failed. Over a period of 53 days, it travelled 75 303 km, completing 1,8 orbits around the Earth.

CLUB NEWS

The East Rand Amateur Radio Club held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Saturday, 10 October 2026, with a quorum present. Thank you to everyone who attended, enabling the nomination of a new committee. The AGM was briefly adjourned for a short committee meeting, during which a vote was held for the various positions. The new committee is composed as follows:

Chairman: Shane Bailey, ZS6W
Vice-Chairman: Willem van der Merwe, ZS6WIM
Secretary: Judy Pretorius, ZS6JDY
Treasurer: Glen Bailey, ZR6G
Committee Member: Francois Jacobs, ZS6COI

COMPETITION NEWS

Congratulations to the ZS9DV team on their performance in the SARL National Field Day competition. The team consisted of Kobus, ZS6KBS; Ledge, ZS6OLM; Gideon, ZS6GJV and Lourens, ZS6PLO. The full results of the Field Day are in HF Happenings 121 as well as on the website, under the competition section.

Twenty-five logs were received for the second round of the SARL 80 m QSO Party, held on Thursday, 1 October 2026, with the Durban Amateur Radio Club (DARC) as host. The DARC thanks all the members who participated.

1st: Jasper vd Westhuizen, ZS1WT – 405 points
2nd: Kobus Kotze, ZS6KBS – 365 points
3rd: Andries Trahms, ZS1SMP – 335 points

There were 43 participants in the second round of the AWA Tube QSO Party, held on 4 October 2026, with 7 logs submitted and a wide variety of radios used, ranging from pure vacuum-tube radios to modern solid-state equipment. Our thanks go to everyone who took the time to participate.

Vacuum-tube radio only
Daniel, ZS5JR – 36 points

Hybrid radio
Andre, ZS2ACP – 7 points

Pre-1970
No entries

Post-1970
Theunis, ZS2EC – 18 points
Kobus, ZS6KBS – 15 points
Trevor, ZS1PIG – 5 points

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at very low levels during the week. There are currently three sunspot regions with simple to slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C, and a moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 64. The 10 to 30 m bands may provide some DX fun especially in the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today - Jamboree on the Air
21 October – the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest
24 and 25 October - the CQ WW DX Phone Contest
31 October - the SARL VHF/UHF FM Mode Contest
4 and 5 November – the Taurids Meteor Shower
7 November – the West Rand Flea Market and the SARL Spring QRP Contest
11 November – Armistice Day

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

A total of 81 candidates sat the RAE examination on 10 October 2026 at registered examination centres. The results were released to candidates on Friday afternoon, with 66 candidates successfully passing the examination. The SARL congratulates all successful candidates on their achievement.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than 12:00 CAT on the Friday preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send them by email to artoday@sarl.org.za.

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145,6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

