SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/. 
 
In the news today:

CQ HOU KOERS - VOORTREKKERS CELEBRATE 95 YEARS

JAMBOREE ON THE AIR AND JAMBOREE ON THE INTERNET ON 16 TO 18 OCTOBER

and

AMSAT SA ANNOUNCES THE DATE FOR THE 2027 SPACE SYMPOSIUM

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

CQ HOU KOERS - VOORTREKKERS CELEBRATE 95 YEARS

On 17 October 2026, the Voortrekkers will be back on the air – and this time we will not just be listening… we will also be receiving an image via radio waves! Listen out on 7,063 to 7,100 and 7,130 to 7,200 MHz between 09:00 and 12:00 CAT on Saturday 17 October. The message from the Voortrekker Leader will be broadcast at 10:00 CAT on 7,095 MHz.

From 10:15 to 10:30 CAT, the Voortrekkers’ 95th commemorative logo will be broadcast as an image in SCOTTIE1 mode on 7,171 MHz. The image will be broadcast at intervals of approximately two minutes. Young people, bring your mobile phones! Download the Robot36 app from the Play Store in advance. Your challenge is to pick up the radio signal with your phones, decode it and watch the logo appear on your screens. Did you successfully receive the image? Share it on Facebook! We would like to see which groups across the country were able to receive the image. We ask that all radio amateurs who receive the transmission please e-mail the image to zs6crs@gmail.com, including their QTH and call sign. For any enquiries, please contact Gerhard, ZS6CRS at zs6crs@gmail.com. 

If any Voortrekker Commando would like to use the Voortrekkers’ special 95th anniversary call sign, ZS95VTS, on this day, please contact Gerhard, ZS6CRS on zs6crs@gmail.com. 95 years later we are still on course – even over the radio waves!

THE OCTOBER RAE

The October radio amateur examination was written yesterday, Saturday 10 October at many exam centres around the country. When the results are made known, the successful candidates will not be able to get on the air immediately. They have no licence or call sign.

The successful candidates will receive their HAREC and Operating Competence Certificates by e-mail from the RAE Team. They must then register on the ICASA Online Portal and apply for a licence and a call sign. The SARL is no longer doing this function, thus allowing radio amateurs to manage their own licences.

We wish all the candidates who wrote the RAE yesterday, the best of luck.

JAMBOREE ON THE AIR AND JAMBOREE ON THE INTERNET ON 16 TO 18 OCTOBER

Jamboree on the Air and Jamboree on the Internet are the world’s largest radio and digital Scout event, promoting friendship and global citizenship. The event takes place every year in October. It is a great opportunity for Scouts and Scout groups to take part in an international jamboree. JOTA/JOTI 2026 takes place from Friday, 16 October to Sunday, 18 October. Scouts from around the world can join in over the internet or amateur radio, take part in activities and learn about one another’s countries. JOTA/JOTI is open to Scouts and Guides of all ages.

The largest JOTA gathering in Gauteng will be at Arrowe Park in Benoni. SARL HAMNET Gauteng and members of the East Rand Club will be supporting the Scouts with numerous radio related activities. One of the challenges identified, is finding JOTA stations to talk to. The Scouts have a tool that can be used, called Radio Scouting Network, https://app.radioscouting.network/. We would like to request that all radio amateurs who are assisting Scout groups next weekend register their stations on the Radio Scouting Network and use the tool to arrange and coordinate radio skeds.

THE 2027 SARL DIARY OF EVENTS

The draft 2027 SARL Diary of Events is available for download from the League website, go to Special interest groups and click on the first menu item - SARL Diary of Events. Please have a look at the Diary and provide the SARL Secretary with information on your Club’s events, special event stations, etc. Please send the information to secretary@sarl.org.za by Saturday 31 October 2026.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

AMSAT SA ANNOUNCES THE DATE FOR THE 2027 SPACE SYMPOSIUM

The 2027 AMSAT SA Space Symposium will be held on Saturday 31 July 2027. At this stage it is planned to be a virtual event as it facilitates the participation by radio amateurs and satellite and space enthusiasts on the African continent and elsewhere in the world without incurring expensive travel and accommodation costs.

Proposals for the theme and content of the symposium are invited. The person whose proposal for the theme is chosen will win an AMSAT SA Dual band Yagi. Send your ideas to admin@amsatsa.org.za before next Saturday 15 October 2026. If the winning theme is submitted by more than one person, the winner will be decided by a draw.

2026 SPACE SYMPOSIUM VIDEOS

All available videos of presentations delivered at this year’s Symposium held on 1 August are available free of charge on the AMSAT SA YOU TUBE channel. The links are on www.amsatsa.org.za. The last one video is the paper by Ethan Kaslassy of Aurora Ice. The paper deals with a new South African Satellite project.

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6WBT-1, now 54 days into its journey and with 73 839 km travelled, is cruising along at around 130 km/h over the south of Brazil and should start the Atlantic Ocean crossing towards South Africa in the next day or so. Its reported telemetry indicates an altitude of 15,84 km, temperature of −36° C and a solar panel voltage of 4,35 v.

MONITORING AIRCRAFT USING AN ADS-B RECEIVERS ON 1 090 MHZ 

If you have such a receiver, you may be interested in https://map.flights which reports on aircraft. You may already report your data for example to FlightRadar24 and may be interested in also reporting to map.flights - check out https://map.flights/pair for the details.

CONTEST NEWS

The 2030 World Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC-2030) will be held in Croatia. The Daily DX reports that the WRTC Sanctioning Committee announced at the WRTC-2026 awards ceremony in the United Kingdom that it had accepted the bid by Croatia’s national amateur radio association, HRS, to host the next competition in July 2030. WRTC-2030 will be held on the same weekend as the IARU HF Championships – 13 and 14 July 2030. The
first qualifying event for WRTC-2030 will be the 9A DX Contest on 19 and 20 December 2026. Bookmark https://wrtc2030.hr/ for updates.

CLUB NEWS

Following the West Rand Amateur Radio Club AGM, the following executive committee was elected:
Chairman: Nico, ZS6LOL
Vice Chairman: Gert, ZR6GRT
Treasurer: Danie, ZS6DPS
Secretary: Phillip, ZS6PVT 

The co-opted team consists of the following appointed members:
Technical: Hendrik, ZS6HJH
Youth Development: Brendon, ZS6FA
Public Relations: Alister, ZS6ALI and Rowan, ZS6TNM
HOTA, SOTA, Events: Johan, ZS6JVD
Historian: Stevan, ZR6SW
Contests, QSL, Logging: Johan, ZS6JBZ
Website, Data Base: Jack, ZS6JJK

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity for the week is expected to be at low to moderate levels. There are currently four sunspot regions with simple to complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low to moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 70. The 15 to 30 m bands may, especially in the early evenings, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

14 October – the Early Morning Coffee QSO Party
16 to 18 October – Jamboree on the Air
17 October – CQ Hou Koers and the BACAR-14 launch
21 October – the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest
24 and 25 October - the CQ WW DX Phone Contest
31 October - the SARL VHF/UHF FM Mode Contest
7 November - the West Rand Boot Sale and the SARL Spring QRP Contest 

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The Youth needs your help next weekend with Jamboree on the Air and CQ Hou Koers. The Scouts, Guides and Voortrekkers need your help to get on the air and have a wonderful weekend of youth and amateur radio.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than 12:00 CAT on the Friday preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send them by email to artoday@sarl.org.za.

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145.700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145.7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145.6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

