SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 01 NOVEMBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE 2027 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION

THE NOVEMBER 2026 RADIO ZS IS AVAILABLE

and

CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

THE 2027 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION

The 2027 SARL National Convention will take place over the weekend of 23 to 25 April 2027 and will be hosted by the Centurion Amateur Radio Club. The venue for the weekend’s events is the Voortrekker Monument, just south of Pretoria. You are welcome to start looking for accommodation in the area.

This is a call for nominations for the SARL awards and trophies to be presented at the SARL Awards Dinner on Saturday 24 April 2027. The awards are divided into SARL honour awards, technical awards, operating awards and other awards such as the Certificate of Recognition. The contest awards will be dealt with by the Contest Working Group and the Sandton ARC for the QRP awards. Unfortunately, there is no Field Day award.

Information about the awards can be found on page 9 to 11 in the November 2026 Radio ZS. The various nomination forms can be found at https://mysarl.org.za/ and click on AGM. You will also find the documents for motions and points of discussion there.

THE NOVEMBER 2026 RADIO ZS IS AVAILABLE

The Editor has battled his way through Affinity to produce the November 2026 issue of Radio ZS. Radio ZS was uploaded to the League website on Thursday 29 October. There is a call for nominations for the SARL Awards and Trophies for 2026 and all the information on HF Conditions South Africa. We visit the Mauritius Amateur Radio Society, the October RAE at the Pretoria ARC, CQ Hou Koers with the Riversdal Voortrekker Commando and join SARL HAMNET searching for a personal locator beacon and their participation in the Koeberg National Nuclear Regulator 2026 Exercise.

What is Dipoles on the Air? We look at VHF and UHF SSB in South Africa, discover Amateur Radio via Moonbounce and Meteor Scatter communications on 6 metres using MSK144. HAMgpt launches as a Personal AI Copilot built speciﬁcally for Amateur Radio and AI – is it really worth our attention? There are two SOTA related articles – the 2026 Lesotho/EC SOTA Expedition - Part 1: Planning and Theuns, ZS4TDR talks about his experience during the expedition. We look at an analysis of the influence of Coronal Mass Ejections on the ionosphere using amateur radio equipment and more.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

CONTEST NEWS

The year end is in sight and that means it is time for the final leg of the 2026 QRP contest series. Remember that this contest is for everyone, whether you operate QRP at 10 watts or less, or QRO, or even whether you love rag chewing or a quick contest exchange and 73. Coming up this Saturday, 7 November between 13:30 and 15:30 UTC, at a QTH or field station near you, is a fellow hobbyist who is going to call CQ and you know what that means.
It means you need to be ready to respond, as all those who QSO and submit their logs will be eligible for the final unique QRP contest certificate of the 2026 contest series and be in the running for the 2026 QRP contest awards, never mind the awesome on-air camaraderie.

Fun is practically guaranteed and even more so if you take along a buddy, so why not grab a buddy or a new ham to share the mic and excitement of working stations together. You can operate Phone or CW on 40, 20 or 10 m at any time during the contest window, so mix it up and find what works best for you. The exchange is a RS or RST report, your six-character grid square and transmit power. Switch on, QSO, Log it and upload your log to the Mysarl.org.za website. Catch you on air for the final leg of the 2026 QRP contest series this coming Saturday afternoon, 7 November between 13:30 and 15:30 UTC, from wherever you may be.

Calling all the new radio amateurs, Saturday 21 November is the second leg of the SARL Newbie Contest. This contest is just for you to make those first QSOs. Then on Saturday 28 November is the fourth and last leg of the SARL Saturday 40 m Club contest. Find the rules for both contests in the 2026 Contest Manual or on the Contest page of the SARL website.

Where are all the CWers? The weekend of 28 and 29 November is the CQ WW DX CW Contest with activity on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. The exchange is an RST report, your CQ Zone number, for South Africa that is zone 38. Visit https://cqww.com/rules/ for all the information.

The results of the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest were submitted to SARL News, but in a format that cannot be used. Please do not submit news items in pdf or excel format.

CLUB NEWS

This is a reminder that the last 2026 West Rand Boot sale will take place next weekend, Saturday 7 November. Gates open at 10h00 for pedestrians and 11h30 for traders to setup shop. Don’t miss out on Boerie and made refreshments to enjoy. Book your stand at info@zs6wr.co.za

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low levels during the week. There are currently two sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a moderate probability for C-class and a low probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 38. The 15 to 30 m bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

4 and 5 November – the Taurids meteor shower
7 November – the West Rand Flea Market and the SARL Spring QRP Contest
11 November – Armistice Day
17 and 18 November – Leonids Meteor Shower
21 November – SARL Newbie QSO Party
28 November – CQ WW DX CW contest and the SARL Saturday 40 m Club Contest

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The 2027 SARL National Convention will take place over the weekend of 23 to 25 April 2027 and will be hosted by the Centurion Amateur Radio Club. The venue for the weekend’s events is the Voortrekker Monument, just south of Pretoria. You are welcome to start looking for accommodation in the area.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than 12:00 CAT on the Friday preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome, please send them by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145,6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.  
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
