SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.  
 
In the news today:

AMATEUR RADIO FREQUENCY USAGE AROUND THE SKA

FEEDBACK ON THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

and

THE BACAR-14 LAUNCH ON 17 OCTOBER 2026

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

A message from Guy, ZS6GUY. Congratulations go to Dennis Green, ZS4BS on his appointment as Vice President of Region 1 of the IARU. On behalf of the SARL, I would like to wish Dennis all the best for his term of office. 

AMATEUR RADIO FREQUENCY USAGE AROUND THE SKA

The SARL Council received an enquiry from a radio amateur in Loxton about frequency usage around the Square Kilometre Array in the Northern Cape. An e-mail was sent to Njabulo Duma, the Project Coordinator: Astronomy Management Authority at the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.

The answer from Njabulo is, “The frequencies indicated below 100 MHz may be used and do not require a permit as they fall outside the Karoo Central Astronomy Advantage Areas (KCAAA) prohibited spectrum. The 144 – 146 MHz band is allocated for amateur radio inside the KCAAA but will still require a permit in line with the KCAAA regulations.” The application form for the permit is available at the Department of Science and Innovation offices and online at https://ama.dst.gov.za.

THE OCTOBER RADIO ZS

This is a call to all those lighthouse stations in August. What about an article on your activity during the Lighthouse Weekend? And this weekend is the Spring SOTA Activity weekend – send an article about your trip up the mountain and the QSOs you made. What about that project you are working on? Send your article to radiozs@sarl.org.za by Sunday, 27 September 2026. 

NEW PROCESS TO FOLLOW WITH UPLOAD OF HF ASSESSMENTS

An e-mail was sent to all registered assessors. Please read it carefully and assist the RAE team to make the RAE a very good experience for all.  If you have not received the e-mail, please connect with the team via the e-mail address rae@sarl.org.za

ON 30 SEPTEMBER CELEBRATE 95 YEARS OF DIE VOORTREKKERS.

Do you know a radio amateur… or are you one? Come and talk to us! The Voortrekkers are celebrating their 95th birthday with a special amateur radio broadcast. On Wednesday 30 September from 07:00 UTC and again at 13:00 UTC, ZS95VTS will be on the air on 7,095 MHz from the Wilgedraai Voortrekker Camp at ​​De Bank, Oranjeville. Come and chat with our children and be part of this special broadcast! For more information, contact Gerhard Gericke, ZS6CRS on 083 270 1630. For more information about the Voortrekkers send an e-mail to information@voortrekkers.co.za.

[bookmark: _Hlk240642031]AMSATSA YOUTUBE VIDEOS

The AMSAT SA 2026 Space symposium presentation videos van be viewed at www.amsatsa.org.za. Simply click on the YouTube URL

THE SANDTON POWER HOUR TECH TALK

It is almost time to learn how to harness the magic with Dick, ZS6BUN, our VIP guest speaker for the September Power Hour Tech Talk taking place at 19:00 CAT this coming Wednesday evening 30 September on Zoom. Dick is a very experienced operator, he will be sharing his knowledge as he takes us on the Magic Band journey, telling us genuine non-AI stories that will amaze and excite us to experiment with the 6 m Magic Band. Dick will also be aiding us in understanding how to watch for and harness the magic and to get it to work.

If you have always wondered about the 50 MHz Magic Band, or are an old hand at harnessing the magic, please come along and add your voice to this exciting and interactive talk on Wednesday evening 30 September at 19:00 CAT. Get your pen ready as the Zoom details are as follows: The meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the passcode is 304951. Diarise now and spread the word. All are welcome and we all need a bit of magic in our lives to amaze and excite us.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

FEEDBACK ON THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

The 27th Region 1 General Conference started on Saturday 19 September with the Opening Plenary at the Parkhotel Schönbrunn in Vienna, Austria. The hotel is about a 10-minute walk from the Schönbrunn Castle. Michael, OE1MCU, President of the Austrian society welcomed the delegates to Vienna. Then Tim, VE6SH, the IARU President addressed the delegates followed by Sylvain, F4GKR, President of Region 1. The members of the Finance, Election and Ballots and the G2BVN committees were elected. Dennis, ZS4BS was the chair for the G2BVN committee. Thirty-eight member societies were present with sixteen proxies. The SARL carried the proxy for the NARL.

From Saturday afternoon until Tuesday afternoon the meetings of C2 – Finances, C3 – General administration and organisation, C4 – HF, C5 – VHF and higher, C7 - EMC and C8 Youth took place. There were sessions on the Constitution and bylaws of Region 1 and the global IARU, the ENAMS system for measuring the noise floor and the HAREC expansion. The Austrian Society has donated an ENAMS system to the SARL.

On Monday 21 September, the Austrian Society, ÖVSV celebrated its centenary with a play at the Volkstheater in Vienna. The play had been written specifically for the occasion and the actors were all radio amateurs. The play covered the organization's 100-year history. Each attendee received a copy of the Centenary Book.

Wednesday 23 September was the last day of the conference and the final plenary and gala dinner. The main work has been the ratification of all the recommendations from C2, C3, C4, HF, C5, C7 and C8. There were forty-four recommendations voted on. The 28th IARU Region 1 General Conference will be held in Skopje, North Macedonia in 2029, hosted by the Radio Society of Macedonia (RSM). The joint winners of the G2BVN Award are Panayot Danev, LZ1US and Murray Niman, G6JYB for their meritorious service to amateur radio and IARU Region 1.

The new Executive Committee from 31 October 2026 to the 2029 Conference will be:
President: Hans, PB2T
Vice President: Dennis, ZS4BS
Secretary: Ash, 3V9A
Treasurer: Vera, HB9EYH
Members: Ahmad, 9K2DB; Ana, EI5IXB; Joseph, 5B4APB; Markus, DL8GM and Florian, OE3FTA

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6WBT-1 is now well into its second orbit of the Earth, having travelled an impressive 56 314 km over 38 days. It is currently to the northeast of Australia, reporting an altitude of 15,86 km and travelling at approximately 48 km/h. Conditions at altitude remain decidedly chilly, with a temperature of −48°C, while its solar panel is reporting a healthy 4,35 V.

ZS6WBT-10, launched on Wednesday, 16 September, produced just a single reception report after launch. That spot indicated an altitude of 17,46 km - a remarkable achievement and a record altitude for both a South African pico balloon and a Windreiter balloon. Unfortunately, no further reports have been received and ZS6WBT-10 has remained missing in action ever since.

THE BACAR-14 LAUNCH ON 17 OCTOBER 2026

Participation and mass confirmation - EVERY PAYLOAD TEAM MUST RESPOND before 2 October 2026. Please confirm participation (yes/no); measured flight-ready payload mass in grams; final dimensions; and the confirmed radio configuration, including transmitter, receiver, bandwidth and power. Please include enclosure, batteries, antennas, rigging and mounting hardware in the mass. If the payload is still being assembled, provide a conservative maximum mass and the planned final weighing date. The confirmed payload weights are needed to calculate the complete suspended train mass and order sufficient hydrogen. Unconfirmed or late-changing masses can affect flight preparation and whether a payload can be accommodated.

Final RF compatibility testing will focus on the shared 433,775 and 434,000 MHz channels, the separate 868/869 MHz systems and the two cross-band repeaters. Teams should retain the interlocks and transmission scheduling listed in the control sheet. Please do not assume that physically separating payloads eliminates receiver blocking or harmonic interference.

Ground stations are encouraged to participate, particularly within approximately 300 km of Secunda; stations farther afield are equally welcome. The mission will test practical amateur-radio support for emergency communications, disaster response, search-and-rescue scenarios and flight recovery. Christo Kriek, ZR6JLK the Mission Coordinator can be contacted on e-mail christokriek461@gmail.com

CLUB NEWS

The East Rand ARC would like to remind all the amateurs out there, that we are having our second flea market for the year, reserve next Saturday 3 October, it is the ERB Flea Market again! Come visit us, the Flea Market starts at 10:00 and our famous borrie-rolls will be on sale too. Hope to see you there. To book a table, please contact Stephen, ZS6SKY on 082 568 4019.

The Magalies Radio Amateur Club held its AGM on Saturday, 19 September. Guy Eales, ZS6GUY, the SARL President was the special guest for the occasion and shared something of his vision for the SARL, as well as ideas on how greater involvement can be encouraged, particularly among younger people. Thank you, Guy — we thoroughly enjoyed the morning and appreciated your contribution.

The club committee for the coming year was elected as follows:
Chairman: Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE
Vice-Chairman: Thys Maree, ZS6MJM
Secretary: Pierre Smit, ZS6PS
Treasurer: Pieter Myburgh, ZS6PAM
Committee Members: Corlie Smit, ZS6CHS; Helgard Honiball, ZS6HON; Leon van der Linde, ZS6AYS; Renier Joubert, ZS6RJC; Johann Du Plessis, ZS6PSS; Charlie Pretorius, ZS6CRR and Richard Peer ZS6UK

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity for the week is expected to be at very low levels. There are currently 8 sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low probability for M-class solar flares.
If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 56. The 15 to 30 m bands may provide some DX fun, especially in the early evenings. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the CQ WW RTTY Contest
30 September – the ZS95VTS special event station for the Voortrekkers and the Sandton Power Hour Tech Talk
1 October - the SARL 80 m QSO Party
1 to 10 October – the 2026 SOTA Expedition
4 October - the AWA SSB Valve QSO Party
10 October – the RAE 
14 Octoctober – the Early morning Coffee QSO Party

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

Amateur radio in the Square Kilometre Array area - The frequencies indicated below 100 MHz may be used and do not require a permit as they fall outside the Karoo Central Astronomy Advantage Areas (KCAAA) prohibited spectrum. The 144 – 146 MHz band is allocated for amateur radio inside the KCAAA but will still require a permit in line with the KCAAA regulations.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and short-wave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome, please send them by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145,6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

