SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

Every Sunday, the South African Radio League broadcasts news bulletins in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively. These bulletins are carried on HF and on various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. Johan, ZS6JPL, relays the bulletin on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511. You can download the audio bulletins from sarlnews.podbean.com. The text version is available at mysarl.org.za/sarl-news.
 
In the news today:

THE OCTOBER RADIO ZS

A NEW CW CENTERED AMATEUR RADIO CLUB HAS BEEN FORMED IN SOUTH AFRICA

and

THE27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

THE OCTOBER RADIO ZS

A call to all those lighthouse stations in August, what about an article on your activity during the Lighthouse Weekend. And this weekend is the Spring SOTA Activity weekend – send an article about your trip up the mountain and the QSOs you made. What about that project you are working on. Send your article to radiozs@sarl.org.za by Sunday, 27 September 2026. 

DIE VOORTREKKERS 95 YEARS – COMMEMORATIVE BROADCASTS

The Voortrekker Movement celebrates its 95th anniversary on 30 September 2026. To mark this special milestone, special amateur radio broadcasts will take place from two Voortrekker sites. Starting at 13:00 UTC on Friday, 25 September 2026, Die Voortrekkers will broadcast from the Vredefort Dome. The special commemorative call sign ZS95VTS will be used on 7,095 MHz.

Then, on Wednesday, 30 September 2026, the Voortrekkers will broadcast from the De Bank Voortrekker site on the banks of the Vaal Dam, starting at 07:00 UTC on 7,095 MHz. These broadcasts also offer our youth members the opportunity to go on air themselves. The radio activity forms part of the Communications specialization that the youth members will complete during the two respective camps. It is a unique opportunity to celebrate the 95-year history of Die Voortrekkers while young people simultaneously gain practical experience in amateur radio communication. For further enquiries, please contact Gerhard (ZS6CRS) at zs6crs@gmail.com.

NEW CW CENTERED AMATEUR RADIO CLUB HAS BEEN FORMED IN SOUTH AFRICA.

A new amateur radio club, the CW Activity Club (CWAC) has been registered in South Africa. 
The club has been assigned the call ZS0CW and will have members from around South Africa with a few select members from outside our borders. The club is affiliated with the SARL and will strive to promote CW activity and expertise on the bands in South Africa as well as to preserve the rich history of CW in South Africa.

Regular activities on the air will be organized and people wanting to learn CW or improve their skills will be assisted. The club management committee consists of:

Chairman: Raoul Coetzee, ZS1C
Vice Chairman: Rudi Venter, ZS2M
Treasurer: Celso Moreira, ZS1MYG
Secretary: Toy Visser, ZS1WJG

Invitations to join the club will be sent out soon. Look out for ZS0CW on the air!

[bookmark: _Hlk240642031]HAREC AND CERTIFICATE OF OPERATING COMPETENCE WILL IN FUTURE NOT DISPLAY CALLSIGN

The Harmonised Amateur Radio Examination Certificate awarded after a candidate has successfully passed the Radio Amateur Examination will in future not carry a callsign. HAREC and Operating Competence Certificates are life time documents. In interaction with ICASA the authority said that the licence is not a life time document but renewable; “The call sign should therefore not be reflected on the certificate as the callsign belongs with the licence, and it can be changed at any time per request by the licensee or by any other cancellation reason.” 

ICASA also pointed to Regulation 23 (5) that reads, “The Authority will issue call signs to licensed amateur radio stations, and no person shall acquire call signs on behalf of a group of persons or amateur radio stations.” In the past the SARL provided the certificate and the licence at the same time to the candidate but in future the licence will be issued after the certificate has been issued. The previous arrangement was agreed to overcome the ICASA portal issues which have since been resolved. The SARL will however assist candidates with the necessary information. A PowerPoint presentation is available on https://mysarl.org.za/about-amateur-radio-menu/ explaining how to apply for a licence. 

BOOKS ON AMATEUR RADIO

Several ARRL books on Amateur Rado are available from the SAARDT online bookshop at reduced prices. Visit www.amateurradio.org.za for details. Titles include amongst others: ARRL 2023 Handbook in 6 volumes (50th anniversary edition), ARRL Antenna Book 24th Edition boxed set 4 Volumes, Basic Antennas, Basic Electronics and Amateur Radio Satellite for beginners.

YOU TUBE VIDEOS

AMSAT SA 2026 Space symposium presentation videos van be viewed on www.amsatsa.org.za. Simply click on the YouTube URL

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6WBT-1 flying aboard the 2m tall Windreiter balloon is now well into its second orbit of the Earth and is presently just south of Australia. Its reported altitude is 15,38km and travelling at 115 km/h. The temperature is -38C and a solar panel voltage of 4,25V.

ZS6WBT-10 flying aboard a “giant” 3m tall Windreiter balloon was launched by Gert, ZS6GC and his team on Wednesday 16 September. There were complications during the launch and the upper antenna became entangled with the solar panels. Despite this glitch a TX was received the next day. The telemetry reported an altitude of 17,46km - which is a record for SA and Windreiter balloons. No further spots received so far.

The SARL team at the Region 1 Conference received an inquiry from the Region 2 Secretary, from El Salvador, regarding the pico-balloons.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 CONFERENCE

The 27th IARU Region 1 Conference was opened at 09:30 on Saturday 19 September at the Parkhotel Schönbrunn in Vienna, Austria. There are 93 delegates from 38 Member Societies and 16 proxies. Further there are 29 delegates from the International Secretariat, Region 1, 2 and 3. There are 19 partners as well.
 
Michael Kastelic, OE1MCU, President of the Austrian Society welcomed the delegates to Vienna. Tim Ellam, VE6SH, the IARU President welcomed delegates and mentioned that we are one year away from the next World Radio Conference. He thanked the Austrian team for the organisation of the Conference and the Executive Committee for their work since the last General Conference in Serbia. Sylvain Azarian, F4GKR, the Region 1 President welcomed delegates to the Conference, he thanked the present EC team for their work and encouraged delegates to participate fully in the conference.

After lunch, the HF, VHF and higher and the Youth Committees had their first meeting. After dinner, a session on the Region 1 Constitution and Bylaws was held. Today, the Conference starts with the Second Plenary where the Credentials will report on the MS and proxies for voting purposes. This will be followed by a report of the HAREC Working Group. Then the VHF, EMC and the Spectrum and Regulations Committees will meet. Before dinner, there is an Electromagnetic Interference presentation and after dinner a ENAMS presentation to do with the noise floor.

THE SANDTON POWER HOUR TECH TALK

We all love to be amazed so it’s time to get into some Magic with Dick, ZS6BUN, our VIP guest speaker for the September Power Hour Tech Talk taking place on Wednesday evening 30 September on Zoom at 19:00 CAT. Will you be able to see how the magic happens.

Dick will be the taking us on a Magic Band journey and telling us stories that will amaze and excite you to experiment with the 6 m Magic Band. Dick will also be aiding us in understanding when the magic is available and how to get it to work for you.

If you have always wondered about the 50 MHz Magic Band, or are an old hand at harnessing the magic, please come along and add your voice to this exciting and interactive talk on Wednesday evening 30 September at 19:00 CAT. Got your pen ready as the Zoom details are as follows: The meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the passcode is 304951. Diarise now and spread the word. All are welcome and we all need a bit of magic in our lives to amaze and excite us.

THE BACAR-14 LAUNCH

Hopefully you know that BACAR14 will be flying to the edge of space on the morning of Saturday 17 October, taking with it a whole string of Amateur Radio CubeSat payloads, so here is a teaser to pique your interest and enable you to prepare to interact with BACAR14.

The ZS6STN Cubesat has always transmitted UHF SSTV on 433,400 MHz with live and special images, and this it will continue to do, but it will also now transmit a regular CW telemetry stream at 20 words per minute on the same frequency. Not a CW operator? No worries, you can use any of the online CW decoders such as themorselab.com or Fldigi to decode the CW transmission and to track the balloon’s location and Cubesat parameters.

But there is more. This year the payload includes a Meshtastic node and you will receive a personal “one of a kind” message from the payload if you Direct Message your callsign and six-character grid square to the Meshtastic node during the BACAR14 fight. The node’s long name is ZS6STN BACAR14 HAWB or short name BC14. The payload will record the callsigns and in a few weeks you may even receive an electronic QSO card detailing your BACAR14 Stratospheric Meshtastic QSO.

You can even gain bragging rights by posting your SSTV images, CW and Meshtastic decodes to the various BACAR and Amateur Radio Whatsapp groups to show what you have achieved and to make the flight exciting for others.

And here is another teaser, the September Power Hour Tech Talk is on the 6 m Magic Band, and guess what, Stewart ZR1WT will be flying a really amazing WSPR beacon payload on BACAR14 that will be transmitting on the 6 m band. Best get your 6m antenna to see if you can track it directly as these WSPR telemetry packets are going to be extraordinary.

There are many more payloads including several cross-band repeaters, a live image VHF SSTV transmitter, a first of its kind return to home flying payload and APRS. Exciting, you bet.

Get ready to interact with BACAR14, the high-altitude weather balloon carrying amateur radio that will be launching and flying deep into the stratosphere to touch the edge of space on Saturday morning 17 October.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at very low levels during the week. There is currently a single sunspot region with a simple magnetic configuration visible. There is a moderate probability for C, and a low probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 25. The 30 to 15 m bands may especially in the late afternoons provide some DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the ZS SOTA Activity Weekend
18 to 24 September – the IARU Region 1 General Conference
23 September – the Spring Equinox and provincial schools close
24 September – the National Braai Day and Heritage Day
26 and 27 September – the CQ WW RTTY Contest
1 to 10 October – the 2026 SOTA Expedition

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

A call to all those lighthouse stations in August, what about an article on your activity during the Lighthouse Weekend. And this weekend is the Spring SOTA Activity weekend – send an article about your trip up the mountain and the QSOs you made. What about that project you are working on. Send your article to radiozs@sarl.org.za by Sunday, 27 September 2026.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and short-wave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or emailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send them by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145.700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145.7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News, and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145.6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
