SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH].

Every Sunday, the South African Radio League broadcasts news bulletins in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively. These bulletins are carried on HF and on various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. Johan, ZS6JPL, relays the bulletin on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511. You can download the audio bulletins from sarlnews.podbean.com. The text version is available at mysarl.org.za/sarl-news.

In the news today:

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SUN ON OUR HF BANDS

THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

and

SOTA ACTIVITIES

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

We begin this bulletin with news of a Silent Key.

It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Melanie de Jager, ZR6ME, went silent after a battle with cancer. Melanie was a member of the West Rand Club who completed her RAE in 2023. She will be remembered for her motivation, drive and pleasant personality.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SUN ON OUR HF BANDS

What happens when sunspots and solar flares increase or decrease the Sun's activity? And exactly how does this affect our HF radio communication here on Earth? Tonight at 19:30 CAT on the programme Sterre en Planete on RSG, Dr Stefan Lotz, a space scientist from SANSA in Hermanus and Willie Koorts, presenter of the programme, will discuss the Sun, space weather and the influence that our nearest star can have on our radio waves. The discussion will also be available as a podcast after the programme.

SARL MEMBERSHIP

Have you renewed your SARL membership yet? The invoices were sent out in May 2026. Maybe you have just forgotten about it. Visit mysarl.org.za/shop/, select the appropriate membership category and pay online. Alternatively, you can pay by EFT into the SARL bank account. The banking details are available at mysarl.org.za/membership-rates/.
It is the right thing to do.

Clubs are remined about their Club affiliation – it can have an influence on hosting an exam centre for the October RAE. This matter was reported on in SARL News for 6 September, the response has been poor.

THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

The 27th IARU Region 1 General Conference will be held at the Parkhotel Schönbrunn in Vienna, Austria. The opening Plenary will take place on Saturday, 19 September 2026, and the Final Plenary on Wednesday, 23 September 2026. The SARL will be represented by Nico, ZS6QL, and Dennis, ZS4BS. The ÖVSV, the Austrian Member Society, will be celebrating its 100th anniversary with a festive theatrical performance on 21 September 2026. 

The Conference will be an in-person meeting, with online streaming of the C3 and Plenary meetings. The Working Group and Committee chairmen may organise streaming of their meetings, and the links will be made available closer to the Conference. The Conference Papers have been made available on the conference website at conf.iaru-r1.org/documents/. There is also a link from MySARL. The papers are divided into the Conference Committees: C2 Credentials and Finance, C3 General Administrative and Organisational, C4 HF, C5 VHF+, C7 EMC and C8 Youth.

THE ZS SOTA SPRING ACTIVITY WEEKEND

The ZS SOTA Spring Activity Weekend is on the air on Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 September. You still have this week to do your planning and share summit information on the ZS-SOTA WhatsApp group. Yes, not everybody can make it to a summit, so get on the air as a chaser and work the activators. Get more information on page 72 of the 2026 SARL Contest Manual and have fun activating and chasing.
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THE 2026 SOTA EXPEDITION

The expedition is an initiative of the Sandton Amateur Radio Club, with a wider team of operators providing remote support throughout the trip. The team comprises Brandon, ZS6LZ; Johan, ZS4AA; and Theuns, ZS4TDR. The expedition is scheduled for 1 to 11 October, with activity from Lesotho, the Eastern Cape and the Free State. There are 15 summits to be activated, 13 of them for the first time – 3 in Lesotho, 9 in the Eastern Cape and 3 in the Free State with activity on 40, 30, 20, 15 and 10 metres. The support team are Graham, ZS6GL; Keith, ZS6HI; Mark, ZS6MDX; Matt, ZS6MDV; Adele, ZS5APT; Sid, ZS5AYC; and Christi, ZS4CGR.

THERE IS A REPEATER OPERATING 400 KM ABOVE YOUR HEAD RIGHT NOW

Aboard the International Space Station, in the Columbus module (the European module built by Italy), the amateur radio cross-band repeater is switched ON — freshly powered back up on 2 September after being stood down for spacewalk operations. It is running right now, passing over your QTH roughly every 90 minutes. The uplink is 145,990 MHz FM with a 67 Hz CTCSS tone and the downlink is 437,800 MHz FM. Any dual-band FM handheld or mobile radio will do, together with a handheld whip or a small portable Yagi antenna. 

Look up the next high pass for your location using any ISS tracking app or website and listen on 437,800 MHz first. When the pass starts, you will hear traffic from stations already working through the repeater. The downlink is affected by Doppler shift, so tune slightly around the published frequency. Transmit on 145,990 MHz when there is a gap, give your call sign, and listen for yourself coming back through the orbiting machine. That is it. Your signal goes up, gets retransmitted from space at 25 watts, and comes back down across half a continent. Working the ISS is one of amateur radio's genuine thrills — and it requires no big tower, no amplifier, just good timing and a modest handheld. 

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

As of Friday, ZS6WBT-1, flying aboard the larger Windreiter balloon, has completed its first circumnavigation of the Earth and is presently midway across the Indian Ocean towards Australia. After 25 days, it has covered 42 489 km at an average altitude of 15,5 km. The reported temperature is -35 °C, and the solar panel voltage is 4,2 V. All is looking very solid indeed.

PROPAGATION REPORT 

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to remain at low levels during the week. There are currently seven sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability of C-class solar flares and a low probability of M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 59. The 30 to 15-metre bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some DX fun. For more information, please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Tonight - the programme Sterre en Planete on RSG at 19:30 CAT
15 September – the October RAE registration closes
18 to 24 September – the IARU Region 1 General Conference
19 and 20 September – the ZS SOTA Activity Weekend
23 September – the Spring Equinox and provincial schools close
24 September – the National Braai Day and Heritage Day
26 and 27 September – the CQ WW RTTY Contest
1 to 10 October – the 2026 SOTA Expedition

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

What happens when sunspots and solar flares increase or decrease the Sun's activity? And exactly how does this affect our HF radio communication here on Earth? Tonight at 19:30 CAT on the programme Sterre en Planete on RSG, Dr Stefan Lotz, a space scientist from SANSA in Hermanus and Willie Koorts, presenter of the programme, will discuss the Sun, space weather and the influence that our nearest star can have on our radio waves. The discussion will also be available as a podcast after the programme.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and short-wave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or emailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send them by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145.700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145.7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News, and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145.6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA, and read by ...........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

