SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.  
 
In the news today:

THE OCTOBER RADIO AMATEUR EXAM

CHEATING PROMPTS REVISIONS OF WRTC SCORES AND WINNERS

and

SOTA ACTIVITY FOR SEPTEMBER

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

We start this bulletin with news of two Silent Keys.

It is with deep regret that the Cape Town ARC must announce that the key of Friedrich “Fred” Ziss, ZS1FZ / DJ3VV has gone silent. We extend our sincere condolences to his daughter Eva, his grandchildren in Germany and friends.

It is deep regret that the Gauteng ARC must announce that the key of Victor Singh, ZS6DOC went silent on Friday 4 September. We extend our sincere condolences to his family and friends.

PAUSE
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THE OCTOBER RADIO AMATEUR EXAM

The October 2026 Radio Amateur Exam will be written on Saturday 10 October at various exam centres around the country. The closing date for registration for the October RAE is Tuesday 15 September 2026. Do not wait until the last moment to get your registration and the supporting documents to the RAE Team. Visit https://mysarl.org.za/rae-radio-amateur-examination/ for all the information.

CLUB AFFILIATION

It has been noted that thirty-five Clubs have paid their affiliation fees for 2026/27, thank you! There are thirty-seven Clubs that have not yet paid their affiliation fees. What is worrying is that some of these Clubs are hosting examination centres. No affiliation, no examination centre! The SARL Secretary has the list of Clubs, contact him at secretary@sarl.org.za. Thank you to the Clubs who responded to the SARL Communication.

CHEATING PROMPTS REVISIONS OF WRTC SCORES AND WINNERS

The scores and winners of the 2026 World Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC 2026), which took place in July, have been revised, with four teams disqualified following an investigation into several forms of cheating. In a report published by the WRTC 2026 Organizing Committee, judges found that the operators of three teams — MB1I, MB2A and MB2M — had their identities deliberately revealed through pre-contest frequency handoffs, violating a rule intended to prevent competitors from being identified to outside stations. The committee also found that outside stations used 15 pirated call signs to make fraudulent multiplier-enhancing contacts, with the activity disproportionately benefiting MB2A and MB2M. Contacts with the pirated call signs were removed from all WRTC logs.

According to the report, MB2M (operators VE3DZ and UW7LL), the original declared winner of the competition, has been disqualified, as were MB2A (operators US2YW and IK4VET), MB1I (operators E77DX and DJ4MX) and MB5Q (operators RW7K and KU1CW).  MB5Q was disqualified after 10 multiplier-enhancing contacts in the team’s log could not be found in its audio recording.

The revised order of finish is first place: Manfred Wolf, DJ5MW and Ulrich Ann, DM5EE/ZR2A (MB5O); second place: Dan Craig, N6MJ and Chris Hurlbut, KL9A (MB4G) and third place: Randy Thompson, K5ZD and Tom Georgens, W2SC (MB1T).

The committee also reported that similar frequency-transfer and fraudulent-multiplier activity is now believed to have taken place during WRTC 2023 in Italy. You can read the complete report on the WRTC 2026 website at http://www.wrtc2026.org/
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SOTA ACTIVITY FOR SEPTEMBER

There are two opportunities in September for SOTA activity. On Saturday 12 September, you can look towards Europe for DX QSOs during the European SOTA Day. Then on the weekend of 19 and 20 September you can participate in the ZS SOTA Spring Activity Weekend. Get more information on page 72 of the 2026 SARL Contest Manual. Start your planning and share your plans on the ZS-SOTA WhatsApp group.

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6WBT-1, as of Friday, is mid-Atlantic and should reach South Africa by today and complete its first circumnavigation of the Earth by tomorrow, Monday. It is flying aboard the larger Windreiter balloon at an average altitude of 15,5 km and has covered 34 057 km over 18 days.

CONTEST NEWS

On Saturday 12 September you can participate in the Africa FT4 DX Contest and on the weekend of 26 and 27 September, you can try your hand at RTTY for the CQ WW RTTY contest.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low levels during the week. There are currently 4 sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C, and a moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 47. The 30 to 15 m bands may especially in the late afternoons provide some DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the SARL National Field Day
12 September – European SOTA Day and the Africa FT4 DX Competition
15 September – October RAE registration closes
18 to 24 September – the IARU Region 1 General Conference
19 and 20 September – the ZS SOTA activity weekend
23 September – the Spring Equinox and provincial schools close
24 September - National Braai Day and Heritage Day
26 – 27 September – CQ WW RTTY competition

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The October 2026 Radio Amateur Exam will be written on Saturday 10 October at various exam centres around the country. The closing date for registration for the October RAE is Tuesday 15 September 2026. Do not wait until the last moment to get your registration and the supporting documents to the RAE Team. Visit https://mysarl.org.za/rae-radio-amateur-examination/ for all the information.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and short-wave listeners. Wherever possible, submissions should be provided in both English and Afrikaans. News items may be uploaded at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox and/or e-mailed to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme is carried on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome, please send them by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR.

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune to the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune to the 145,6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
