SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 16 AUGUST 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE/LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND (ILLW)

AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON YOU TUBE 

and

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

We begin this bulletin with the news of a Silent Key.

It is with deep regret that the Sasolburg ARC must announce that the key of Thinus Wessels, ZS4TW of Deneysville went silent in the early hours of Tuesday 28 July 2026. We express our sincere condolences to his wife Daleen, family and many friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE/LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND (ILLW)

Did you contact any lighthouses this weekend here in Southern Africa or world-wide? The log sheet for the 2026 Southern African Lighthouse Certificate is available at https://mysarl.org.za/hf/. Fill in the log sheet and send it to secretary@sarl.org.za to receive your PDF certificate. 

THE SECOND AFRICAN ROVER MOOT

The Council of the SARL extends a word of thanks to Stephan, ZS6SKY and Wayne, ZS6ORB for their planning and execution of the two radio days during the Second African Rover Moot at Arrowe Park in Benoni. A lot of positive feedback has been received. Council also thanks Brian, ZS6YZ and Willem, ZS6WIM for their contribution to the Second African Rover Moot. Thank you for keeping amateur radio active. 

AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON YOU TUBE 

The first few presentations delivered at the 2026 AMSAT SA Space Symposium are now available on the AMSAT SA YouTube channel. They are the HamSCI Personal Space Weather Station, Amateur Radio Pico Balloons – sending data from near space, International Telecommunications Union and WRC-27, progress on the new Matjiesfontein ground station and expansion of the Hartebeesthoek ground station.  More will follow during next week. The URL’s can be found on www.amsatsa.org.za.

EXPAND YOUR AMATEUR RADIO BOOK LIBRARY

The SA Amateur Radio Development Trust has several ARRL books available this month at discounted price. For details about the available stock and where to download an order form, visit www.amateurradio.org.za. Books include ARRL Antenna and satellite handbooks.  You can complete the order and send it to admin@amateurradio.org.za . You will then be advised if there are still stocks and the book or books will be reserved in your name. Payment must then be made within 3 days.
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A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6SRC-37 is now in its fifth circumnavigation of the Earth. It is presently over Australia again at an altitude of 12,28 km after travelling 163 000 km over 50 days. ZS6SRC-39 using the larger Windreiter balloon has mostly travelled at an altitude of 15,9 km. Its last transmission was 2 days ago and reported to be on the eastern side of Australia.

The ZS1ERZ-14 launch by the Eden ARC was planned for yesterday, Saturday 15 August, weather permitting, from the Ystervark Point Lighthouse during the 29th International Light-house/Lightship Weekend (ILLW).

CONTEST NEWS

[bookmark: _Toc216692996]The third leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club contest runs from 17:00 to 18:00 UTC on Wednesday 19 August with CW, phone and RTTY activity. The exchange is your name, your Club call sign and your 4-character grid square (e.g. KG60). Your log sheet must be submitted by 21:59 UTC on Monday 24 August.

The third and last of the August SARL HF Contests, the HF CW Contest runs from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC on Sunday 23 August 2026 with activity on 20, 40 and 80 metres. The exchange is an RST report and a consecutive serial number starting at 001. You can participate as a single operator single radio - single band station; a single operator single radio - all band station; a multi operator - single band station or a multi operator - all band station with a YL overlay for each category. 

The trophies for the CW contest are the Silent Keys Memorial Trophy CW, awarded by the Contest WG to the SARL member who achieves the highest score during the annual HF CW Contest and the Anon Trophy, awarded by the Contest WG to the SARL member who as a Single Operator Single Band achieves the highest score on any one band, during the annual HF CW Contest. 

Get the rules for both contests in the 2026 Contest Manual or on the Contest Resources page of Mysarl.

CLUB NEWS

On Saturday 8 August, the Centurion Radio Amateur Club held a very successful AGM and social and with the help of Louis de Wet, ZS6SK the new committee was elected. 
Chairman: Andre du Plessis, ZR6AGA
Vice chairman and Technical: Johan Keulder, ZS6CAQ
Secretary: Gwen Moolman, ZS6GWN
Treasurer: Billy Strumpher ZS6WPS
Members: Ian Genis, ZS6IAI and Jaco Nieuwenhuis, ZS6JLN.

During the Annual General Meeting of the Sasolburg ARC held on Saturday 8 August 2026, the members elected the following members to the committee: 
Chairman: Deon Lottering, ZS4DL
Vice Chairman: Riaan Greeff, ZS4PR
Secretary: Amanda Greeff, ZR6AGS
Treasurer: Gideon Jannasch, ZS6GJA
Technical: Frik Wolff, ZS6FZ
News and technical net: Erich Jannasch, ZS4VW
Social and competitions: Allan Herweg, ZS6HWG

Several well-deserved trophies were presented to the club members. The outgoing committee was thanked for their service over the past year. We also express our gratitude to the MOTH Sandy Shell Hole in Vanderbijlpark for the use of their facilities.

The weekly SARL news is rebroadcast at 12:00 every Sunday on the 145,6875 MHz repeater in the Vaal Triangle region. Erich, ZS4VW hosts the technical net on the 145,6875 MHz repeater from 19:00 to 20:00 every Wednesday evening.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity for the week is expected to be at very low levels. There are currently 6 sunspot regions with simple to slightly magnetic configurations visible. There is a low probability for C-class, and a very low probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 38. The 20 and 30 m bands may provide some DX fun especially in the early evenings. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today - the International Lighthouse Weekend and the North American SSB QSO Party
19 August - the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Competition
23 August - the SARL HF CW contest
26 August - International Dog Day
29 August - the West Rand Boot Sale
29 and 30 August – the Worldwide Digital Contest
2 September - Secretary’s Day (and not all secretaries are female!)
5 and 6 September - the SARL National Field Day

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

Did you contact any lighthouses this weekend here in Southern Africa or world-wide? The log sheet for the 2026 Southern African Lighthouse Certificate is available at https://mysarl.org.za/hf/. Fill in the log sheet and send it to secretary@sarl.org.za to receive your PDF certificate. 

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ and/or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 

In Cape Town, Amateur Radio Today can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. 

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune in on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 08:30 for the SARL News and again at 10:00 for Amateur Radio Today.

In Sasolburg, listeners can tune in on the 145,6875 MHz repeater at 12:00 for the SARL News.

You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
