SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 5 JULY 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, ZS6SRL, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH].

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively, on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE ZS5 QSO PARTY TODAY

THE IARU HF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP AND THE WRTC 2026 COMPETITION

and

THE EAST RAND RADIO CLUB AND THE INTERNATIONAL ROVER MOOT IN AUGUST

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

THE ZS5 QSO PARTY TODAY
 
Do you need ZS5 QSOs for your Worked All ZS 100 award? Well, this afternoon between 14:00 and 15:00 UTC, you can participate in the ZS5 QSO Party. The QSO Party is CW and phone activity on forty metres. The ZS5 stations will give a RS or RST report and their town name or abbreviation, while all other stations give a RS or RST report and their provincial or country abbreviation. Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Friday 10 July 2026 by e-mail to zs5contest@harc.org.za. Read the rules in the 2026 Contest Manual before the contest starts.

THE FIRST 24 GHZ EME QSO INTO AFRICA

On Sunday 14 June 2026, the first ever 24 GHz EME contact is made with the African Continent. John, ZS6JON and Hans, PE1CKK made a two-way contact via the moon. This QSO had a long preparation, John contacted Hans a year ago and asked if he had some parts to make a 24 GHz setup. Parts are very hard to find in South Africa for 24 GHz.

After lot of e-mail and chat contact, John had the system up and running last Sunday. Right at the first TX cycle, John had a decode from Hans and the QSO was finished. The setup will stay for some time in SA, so John is open for skeds. Working conditions are a 1,8 m Dish, a Wavelab transverter, RW1127 twt 25W and DU3T lna.

THE IARU HF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP AND THE WRTC 2026 COMPETITION

The aim of the IARU HF World Championship is to support amateur self-training in radio communications including improving amateur operating skills, conducting technical investigations and intercommunicating with other amateurs around the world, especially IARU member society headquarters stations. The contest runs from 12:00 UTC on Saturday 11 July to 11:59 UTC on Sunday 12 July. There is no operating time restriction for stations in any category.

You can operate phone and CW on the 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metre bands. Contact stations only once per band and mode. You can participate as a single operator and single operator unlimited in any power category and can also enter as mixed-mode, CW only or phone only. Multi-operator stations may only enter as mixed mode. 

All stations send a RS or RST report and ITU zone, for South Africa, that is Zone 57. Head-quarters stations operated by an IARU National Society send the abbreviation for their society instead of zone (i.e. ZS9HQ will send SARL). Stations operated by the IARU Administrative Council and the three IARU regional Executive committees send “AC,” “R1,” ”R2” and “R3” as appropriate. Upload your log at contest-log-submission.arrl.org no later than SEVEN (7) days after the contest is over at 11:59 UTC. Find the rules at www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship.

The 2026 World Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC) will be hosted by the United Kingdom from 8 to 13 July. This is the 10th WRTC, which relocates to a new host nation every four years and is often referred to as the Olympics of amateur radio contesting. The WRTC event is designed to provide a platform for high-achieving ham radio contesters to compete on a level playing field in the same geographic region using identical antennas, output power and other operating conditions. The goal is to demonstrate international goodwill and friendship in the true amateur spirit. 

There will be fifty teams of two, each with an assigned referee. Each team will be allocated an HF operating site in southeastern England, where they will take part in a 24-hour SSB/CW contest (the IARU HF Championship) over the weekend, making WRTC a contest within a contest. 

Amateur radio operators from around the world are invited to participate. Many of the WRTC sites should be easy to work on the HF bands. The teams will be using Yagi antennas on 10,15, and twenty meters, with dipoles on 40 and 80 meters. With just one hundred watts of output power, contacts may not always be loud but, with good propagation, should not be difficult. The exchange is signal report and ITU zone (ITU zones are different from CQ zones). This year, there is also a WRTC 2026 Chaser Awards Program to work as many WRTC stations as possible. Details are at http://www.wrtc2026.org/wrtc-2026-competition-awards.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

PICO BALLOON NEWS

ZS6SRC-37 launched 9 days ago from Secunda has travelled 10 554 km so far and is presently mid-way over the Indian Ocean on its way towards Australia. Latest telemetry reported an altitude of 12,5km, temperature -9C and 96 km/h

THE EAST RAND RADIO CLUB AND THE INTERNATIONAL ROVER MOOT IN AUGUST

The East Rand Radio Club would like to inform radio amateurs in South Africa and the region that the Club will be using the callsigns ZS9YOTA and ZS6ERB during the upcoming International Rover Moot. The event will run from 1 to 8 August with the amateur radio portion on Sunday 2 and Monday 3 August. Contacts are planned on forty metres with stations across the country. We will be operating on forty metres but will move to higher bands if necessary. We will be on the air on Sunday and Monday between 09:00 and 16:00.

We would like to contact Rovers (Senior Scouts) in the Western Cape and other provinces, especially those who are unable to attend the Rover Moot. The Rover Moot is like the Scout World Jamboree and takes place every four years. This year it will be coming to South Africa in August, more specifically to Arrowe Park in Benoni.

We are looking for volunteers on the East Rand to help us on Sunday and Monday, as well as stations across the country to help with contacts between Rovers and Pathfinders. There are still 27 days left. Get involved! Contact Stephen, ZS6SKY at 082 568 4019 or Wayne, ZS6ORB at 079 167 2925.

CONTEST NEWS

One of the major tests of your station's capabilities and a highlight of the SARL events calendar is on the horizon. The question is, will you and your station be strong enough to meet the QRP challenge? Ah, you have guessed it. The next leg of the 2026 QRP contest series will take place on Saturday 18 July from 07:00 to 09:00 UTC and as I am sure you have realised, this is the Winter leg, albeit there is no restriction on operating in T-shirt, shorts and plakkies if you wish.

Everyone is invited to participate, and it is always great fun, so diarise now and plan your strategy. You can operate from anywhere, indoors, or outdoors, and using any of three bands during the two-hour contest window. Every QSO using 10 W or below will count towards the QRP Champion award whilst every QSO using greater than 10 W will count towards the QRP Chaser award.

The challenge is on and we cannot wait to see who will achieve the longest distance, who will obtain the most QSO's, and most importantly, who will be running the most efficient QRP contest station and be recognised with the coveted QRP champion award.

Diarise Saturday morning 18 July to be on air between 07:00 to 09:00 UTC to have some great QRP contest fun, with a reminder to upload your log shortly thereafter, please, to be eligible for the QRP contest awards and to receive your unique QRP certificate. Find the complete rules for both contests in the 2026 Contest Manual or on the Contest page on mysarl.org.za.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at moderate to high levels during the week. There are currently four sunspot regions with simple to complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C and M-class and a low to moderate probability for X-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 127. The 30 to 15 m bands may provide some good DX fun, especially in the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the ZS5 QSO Party
11 and 12 July – the IARU HF Championships and WRTC 2026
18 July – the SARL Winter QRP Contest
18 and 19 July – the North American RTTY QSO party
19 July – the ZS2 QSO Party
20 July – International Moon day
21 July – Provincial Schools Open

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

Do you need ZS5 QSOs for your Worked All ZS 100 award? Well, this afternoon between 14:00 and 15:00 UTC, you can participate in the ZS5 QSO Party. The QSO Party is CW and phone activity on forty metres. The ZS5 stations will give a RS or RST report and their town name or abbreviation, while all other stations give a RS or RST report and their provincial or country abbreviation.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ and by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. 

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune in on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, the broadcast can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
