SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 19 JULY 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from the League website https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE ZS2 QSO PARTY THIS AFTERNOON

AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM FEATURES HOW TO SET UP YOUR PERSONAL SPACE WEATHER STATION

and

HAVE YOU HEARD OF A LEAKY FEEDER?

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

We begin the bulletin with the news of three silent keys.

It is with deep regret that we announce that the keys of George Oosthuizen, ZS1GJO; Charles Grimsdell, ZS4CLG and Hennie le Roux, ZS1LR have gone silent.

George, ZS1GJO of Moorreesburg passed away on Saturday morning 11 July 2026. Charles, ZS4CLG of Bloemfontein passed away on Tuesday morning 14 July 2026 and Hennie, ZS1LR passed away on Friday 17 July. We extend our sincere condolences to their families and friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE ZS2 QSO PARTY THIS AFTERNOON

The Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society invites you to participate in the ZS2 QSO Party this afternoon. This is a fun activity to promote contacts between radio amateurs in the Eastern Cape and radio amateurs in Southern African countries. The aim for stations outside ZS2 is to work as many ZS2 stations as possible! The contest runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC with phone and CW on the 40-metre band. The exchange is an RS or RST report and provincial or country abbreviation. Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Friday 24 July 2026 to contest@peham.co.za.

SARL MEMBERSHIP INVOICES

The SARL Financial year runs from 1 July to 30 June of the following year. You have from 1 July until 30 September to pay your membership fees, either in one payment or after arrangement with the Office, over three months. 

Please note there is no pensioner membership category. According to Rule 1.5.3 of the SARL, there is a senior membership. The Rule states that he/she shall be a licensed radio amateur and be over the age of 65. And important, Rule 1.5.3.1 states that the onus is on such a member to notify the League that he/she is over the age of 65. You do not automatically become a senior member at age 65.

BACAR 14: MISSION SKYBRIDGE IS PLANNED FOR LAUNCH ON 17 OCTOBER 2026.

This year the focus will be on testing airborne amateur radio technologies that may assist SARL HAMNET during disaster response and search-and-rescue operations. The mission will test Meshtastic on two frequencies, LoRa APRS, LoRa point-to-point links, 2 m APRS, SSTV imaging and cross-band repeater capability.

We would also like to invite clubs, radio amateurs and experimenters to submit payload proposals for consideration. Please send your payload ideas or proposals to Christo, ZR6JLK at christokriek461@gmail.com. Let us use BACAR 14 to learn, experiment and build practical emergency communications capability from the sky.

THE IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

The IARU Region 1 General Conference will be held from 18 to 24 September 2026 at the Parkhotel Schönbrunn in Vienna, Austria. The Austrian Society, ÖVSV are the hosts and the society is celebrating its centenary in 2026. The Conference Papers have been made available on the conference website https://conf.iaru-r1.org/documents/ and via the link on mysarl.org.za, under Special Interest Groups.

The Papers are divided into the Conference Committees - C2 Credentials and Finance Committee, C3 General Administrative and Organisational Committee, C4 HF Committee, C5 VHF+ Committee, C7 EMC Committee and C8 Youth Committee. You are welcome to download the documents and go through them. Please send your comments and suggestions to secretary@arl.org.za.

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6SRC-37 on channel 104 on 10 m is presently just west of southern Africa and is about to complete its second lap of the Earth. It has set a blistering pace with speeds mostly above 200 km/h and hitting 300 km/h occasionally. In the past week, another three Pico Balloons were launched from Mauritius by Jean Marc, 3B8DU and his team.

ZS6SRC-84 on channel 465 on 20 m is already over Peru, South America on its maiden first circumnavigation of the Earth, this after 5 days and 22 000 km. ZS6SRC-85 on channel 532 on 20 m and ZS6ZU-11 on channel 424 on 20 m are both presently over the mid Indian Ocean well on their way to Australia.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM FEATURES HOW TO SET UP YOUR PERSONAL SPACE WEATHER STATION

Space weather originates from the Sun, a star that appears calm and steady from Earth but is a dynamic, turbulent and sometimes violent object. The Sun continuously releases energy, radiation and streams of charged particles into space. Most of the time, the Earth’s magnetic field protects us from these solar emissions. But when solar activity becomes particularly intense, the effects can ripple through our technological civilisation in surprising and sometimes dangerous ways.

In the modern world, where electricity powers nearly every aspect of society, understanding space weather has become more important than ever. The same star that makes life possible on Earth can also pose risks to the infrastructure upon which billions of people depend. Register now for the symposium which will be held virtually on the AMSAT SA Webex platform on Saturday 1 August 2026. Registration is free for members of IARU and AMSAT member societies. For non-members there is a small registration fee.

The keynote presentation will be presented by Gwyn Griffiths, GW3ZIL, a member of the HamSCI community. His paper is entitled “The HamSCI Personal Space Weather Station: Development, Deployment and Data.” The HamSCI Personal Space Weather Station (PSWS) is a modular system comprising one or more of the four components: HamSCI Personal Space Weather Station HF Receiver (HFRx), HamSCI Ground Magnetometer (GMag), HamSCI VLF Whistler Catcher (VLF-WC) and the Turn Island Systems WSPRsonde 8-band WSPR/FST4W transmitter (WS8). After a brief introduction to the technical aspects of each component and their development, the talk with describe examples of current deployments at home and remote stations. Learn how to access PSWS data and find out what it shows about space weather rounds off the presentation.

Christo Kriek, ZR6LJK will share new development on the BACAR project that the Secunda Amateur Radio Club will launch on 17 October this year. He will talk about BACAR 14: Mission Skybridge, testing airborne amateur radio technologies for disaster response and search-and-rescue communications BACAR 14, Mission Skybridge, will explore how high-altitude balloon payloads can act as temporary communications platforms during disasters and SAR operations. The mission will test a mix of amateur radio and digital technologies, including Meshtastic on two frequencies, LoRa APRS, LoRa point-to-point links, 2 m APRS, SSTV imaging and cross-band repeater capability. The goal is to understand how low-cost, recoverable airborne systems can extend coverage, support SARL HAMNET field teams and provide practical communications lessons for future emergency deployments. 

Burns Fisher, WB1F AMSAT Engineer for flight software will discuss AMSAT progress on three different satellites to be launched in the next few years. Stewart Clark, ZR1WT will present a paper describing typical amateur radio Pico balloons capable of completing multiple circumnavigations of the Earth while operating at near-space altitudes and transmitting a variety of telemetry data. Furthermore, by using the WSPR (Weak Signal Propagation Reporter) protocol, originally developed by Joe Taylor K1JT, virtually any form of telemetry can be transmitted without modification to the protocol itself. The use of WSPR provides access to a global network of tens of thousands of monitoring stations operated by amateur radio enthusiasts, who collectively and often unknowingly contribute to the reception and recording of the transmitted data. Visit www.amsatsa.org.za for details on the other presentations as well as the registration link

ALBERTON VOORTREKKERS AND ZS95VTS

In a year in which the Voortrekker movement celebrates its 95th anniversary, the Voortrekkers of Alberton will use ZS95VTS from the historic Meyerplaas in Alberton between 09:30 and 11:00 CAT on Saturday 25 July.  Activity will be on 40 metres; the specific frequency will depend on the availability of a frequency. The call sign that will be used is the Voortrekkers’ festival call sign, ZS95VTS, which is also an educational call sign. Members of the AARIG, ZR6TDK, will also assist during the transmissions. During the broadcast, youth members will complete a relay ride of 95 km by bicycle. All amateurs are invited to make a QSO with the station. This is a great opportunity to market amateur radio among the youth. For further information, contact Gerhard, ZS6CRS, at zs6crs@gmail.com.

HAVE YOU HEARD OF A LEAKY FEEDER?

Well now is your chance to find out all about leaky feeders and how they facilitate underground communications during the July Power Hour Tech Talk with our special guest Henry, ZS6IIX. On Wednesday evening 29 July, Henry will be sharing his extensive knowledge on underground radio communications, a difficult and challenging environment for radio. Can you use your handy talky underground? What frequencies and radios do they use underground? What are the challenges and how have they solved these?

Please diarise to join the Power Hour Tech Talk on Wednesday evening 29 July at 19:00 CAT on Zoom or interconnected repeater to experience and share the knowledge, and perhaps even obtain some tips on how to get your signal working from your basement. The Power Hour Tech Talk Zoom details are as follows, the meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the passcode is 304951.

ANNOUNCING THE RELEASE OF THE IARU ETHICS AND OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR THE RADIO AMATEUR, FOURTH EDITION

We are pleased to announce the official release of the Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur, Fourth Edition. This revision incorporates the latest developments and best practices in the field of amateur radio. We believe these updates are essential to upholding the high standards of amateur radio and ensuring our community remains at the forefront of technological innovation and ethical operating practices. The document replaces IARU Region 1 Edition 3 (June 2010). The document is available in English at www.iaru-r1.org/on-the-air/draft-eop/edition-4-versions/ or at https://mysarl.org.za/operating-practice/.

THE SARL HF PHONE, DIGITAL AND CW CONTESTS

The SARL’s Premier contests, the August HF Phone, digital and CW contests are almost upon us. The aim of the three SARL HF Contests is for participants to contact as many amateurs in Southern Africa as possible on the 20, 40 and 80 m amateur bands. The SARL HF Phone contest runs from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC on Sunday 2 August 2026, the SARL HF Digital contest runs from 13:00 UTC to 16:00 UTC on Sunday 9 August 2026 and the SARL HF CW contest runs from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC on Sunday 23 August 2026. 

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low levels during the week. There are currently four sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a moderate probability for C, and a low probability for M-class solar flares.
If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 64. The 30 to 15 m bands may, especially in the late afternoon, provide some DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the ZS2 QSO Party and the second leg of the 2026 YOTA Contest 
20 July – International Moon day 
21 July – the provincial schools open
25 July – the CTARC AGM and the SARL Saturday 40 m Club Contest
25 and 26 July - the Islands on the Air contest  
26 July – the ZS1 QSO Party 
1 August - the AMSATSA Space Symposium and the ZS6PTA Flea Market
2 August – the SARL HF Phone Contest
2 and 3 August – ZS9YOTA from the African Rover Moot

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society invites you to participate in the ZS2 QSO Party this afternoon. The aim for stations outside ZS2 is to work as many ZS2 stations as possible! The contest runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC with phone and CW on the 40-metre band.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ and/or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. 

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune in on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, the broadcast can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
