SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 7 JUNE 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE NOVICE NET IS ON THE GO

CHU - CANADA’S OFFICIAL SHORTWAVE TIME SIGNAL TO GO SILENT

and

CLUB AND CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

We begin the bulletin with the news of a silent key.

It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Angus Christie, ZS5AHC has gone silent. We extend our sincere condolences to his family and friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

[bookmark: _Hlk231577074]THE NOVICE NET IS ON THE GO

Last week the net was hosted by Keith ZS6Hi and we had eleven active novices and guru's participating and several listeners. Questions ranged from, what are the repeater frequencies and what frequencies should be monitored, to making contacts and breaking into nets on HF. Guru's gave answers and insights from grid square apps, getting registered on QRZ.com, propagation tips and maximising distance on VHF, as well as that the antenna is more important than the transceiver.

This coming Wednesday evening, 10 June at 19:00 CAT, the net will be hosted by Matthew, ZS6MDV and let us see where the questions take us, as there are a myriad of interesting facets of Amateur Radio to explore, such as satellites, CW, Digital, BACAR, Picos, Contesting, SOTA, POTA, Heritage, RDF, RaDAR, SSTV, Astronomy and the list goes on.
Please diarise to join the Novice net this coming Wednesday evening at 19:00 CAT, whether you are a Novice or a Guru, via an interconnected repeater, Echolink or Allstar node near you, to meet and greet, share knowledge, grow confidence and build our community.

CHU - CANADA’S OFFICIAL SHORTWAVE TIME SIGNAL TO GO SILENT

The National Research Council of Canada (NRC) has announced that the shortwave broadcasts of Canada’s official time signal station, CHU, will be discontinued on 22 June 2026. Including experimental time broadcasts in 1923 under the call sign 9CC, and then VE9OB, CHU began regular broadcasts in 1938... for 103 years. The station broadcasts on three frequencies, 3 330, 7 850 and 14 670 kHz.
  
CHU is equivalent to the WWV and WWVH time stations operated by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) in the United States, which began operating with experimental broadcasts in 1919 and regular broadcasts in 1926... 106 years. WWVH broadcasts time and frequency information 24 hours per day from the Island of Kauai, Hawaii.
  
In Canada, there has been widespread unofficial speculation as to why CHU is being shut down. Radio Amateurs of Canada President Allan Boyd, VE3AJB / VE3EM, said the decision to shut down the CHU station is of concern.
  
“The decision to discontinue the CHU time signal service is both concerning and disappointing for the amateur radio community and many other users across Canada. For decades, CHU has provided a reliable national standard for time and frequency calibration, serving not only radio amateurs but also educational, scientific, and technical users. As Canada's national amateur radio association, Radio Amateurs of Canada recognizes the historical and practical importance of this service and regrets the loss of a unique Canadian resource that has been a trusted part of our communications infrastructure for generations." [Source: The ARRL Letter for 4 June 2026.]

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

CLUB NEWS

The Gauteng Amateur Radio Club (ZS6GPG) held its Annual General Meeting on Saturday, 30 May 2026, at the clubhouse in Linden in Johannesburg. Members reflected on a successful year that saw several improvements to the club's facilities and station infrastructure, including the installation of a rhombic antenna, upgrades to the clubhouse facilities, implementation of electronic card payment facilities, and continued investment in maintaining and improving the club's amateur radio station and grounds.

During the meeting, members elected the committee that will guide the club's activities over the coming year. Committee members are 
Chairman: Marius Marais, ZS6OW
Secretary: Kobie van Zyl, ZS6KVZ
Treasurer: Marcel Maree, ZS6MFA
Members François Meyer, ZR6FM and Graham McNally, ZS6GPM

Speaking after his re-election, Marius, ZS6OW thanked members for their confidence in the committee and expressed his commitment to building on the progress achieved over the past year. He encouraged members to remain actively involved in club activities and to continue promoting amateur radio as a technical, educational and community-focused hobby.

[bookmark: _Hlk231576572]The AWA will be having an open day at the SAIEE Museum on Saturday 20 June from 10:30 CAT. Bring along any old items you want to dispose of or just come along for an eyeball QSO.
Boerie rolls will be on sale. The address of the SAIEE is 18a Gill Street, Observatory

CONTEST NEWS

First a reminder of the first leg of the SARL VHF/UHF FM contest taking place from 10:00 to 13:00 UTC on Saturday 13 June. This contest provides an opportunity to test your VHF and UHF equipment and discover how far you can communicate using FM. Everyone can take part, whether you are a portable, mobile operator or a home station operator. Remember, height gives you an advantage. How far will you be able to communicate using a handheld radio from the Hartbeespoort Cable Car, Naval Hill in Bloemfontein or Table Mountain? Do you have an AMSATSA 2 metre / 70-centimetre yagi? 

Then you can climb the mountains on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 June for the ZS-SOTA Activity Weekend as well as the Queens of the Mountains event. This enjoyable activity is open to all radio amateurs as a summit activator or a chaser. You can even activate a park during the weekend. Join the ZS/7P SOTA/POTA WhatsApp group for more information.

Tuesday 16 June is Youth Day and the first leg of the SARL Youth QSO Party. The contest runs from 12:00 to 13:00 UTC with CW and phone activity on 40 metres with the aim of working as many young radio amateurs as possible.

Wednesday 17 June is World QRP Day and a chance to operate using low power. Give QRP a try.

Saturday 20 June, sees the running of the second leg of the SARL Saturday 20 m Club contest with the aim of working as many grid squares and clubs as possible. The contest runs from 11:00 to 12:00 UTC with CW, phone and RTTY activity. 

As always, consult the 2026 Contest Manual or the Contest page on mysarl.org.za for all the rules. 

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at moderate levels during the week. There are currently 8 sunspot regions with simple to complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 87. The 30 to 15 m bands may especially in the late afternoons provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the SARL Top Band contest and the ARRL International DX Digital Contest
10 June – the Novice Net
13 June – the SARL VHF/UHF FM mode Contest
13 and 14 June – the ZS SOTA Activity Weekend and the Queens of the Mountain event
15 June – a school holiday
16 June – Youth Day and the SARL Youth QSO Party
17 June – World QRP Day
20 June – SARL Saturday 20m Club Contest and the AWA Open Day

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

Last week the Novice net was hosted by Keith ZS6Hi and we had eleven active novices and guru's participating and a number of listeners. Questions ranged from, what are the repeater frequencies and what frequencies should be monitored, to making contacts and breaking into nets on HF. This coming Wednesday evening, 10 June at 19:00 CAT, the net will be hosted by Matthew, ZS6MDV and let us see where the questions take us, as there is a myriad of interesting facets of Amateur Radio to explore

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
