SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 28 JUNE 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

EARTHQUAKES IN VENEZUELA PROMPT REQUEST FOR CLEAR EMERGENCY FREQUENCY

SARL REPRESENTED AT THE NPWG

and

BOOK NOW FOR THE 2026 AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

SOTA NEWS

Congratulations to Gert, ZS6GC who qualified for his SOTA Shack Sloth award on Sunday 14 June. Congratulations Gert!

EARTHQUAKES IN VENEZUELA PROMPT REQUEST FOR CLEAR EMERGENCY FREQUENCY

All amateurs are being asked to keep 7.135 MHz in the 40-metre band clear for emergency communications in the wake of back-to-back earthquakes that struck Venezuela on Wednesday 24 June. The two quakes, measured by the US Geological Survey at magnitude 7,2 and 7,5 respectively, occurred just one minute apart and caused extensive damage across the South American country, including the capital city of Caracas. As of Thursday morning, government officials were reporting at least 164 deaths, nearly 1 000 injuries and hundreds of people missing. These tolls are expected to rise as rescue/recovery operations continue. More information in the SARL Hamnet report during Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT.

SARL REPRESENTED AT THE NPWG

On Thursday 25and Friday 26 June, the SARL was represented at the NWPG, the National WRC Preparatory Group at the CSIR Conference Centre in Pretoria. The meeting discussed the various items on the agenda for the World Radio Conference WRC-27 which will be held from 11 to 15 October in Shanghai, China.  

The SARL was resented full time by James Archibald ZS6NS and part time on the first day by Hans van de Groenendaal ZS6AKV.  James will report back to the SARL Science and Technology Work group next week as well as on next week’s SARL News.  While WRC-27 does not include agenda items directly affecting amateur allocations it remains important to be vigilant on new services on adjacent bands which could cause interference. 

At WRC-27 much attention will focus on science communication in particular with respect to communication on and around moon and support structures on the earth. South Africa has a particular interest as SANS will be supporting the US Artemis to the moon project. The issues are monthly concerned about protection against interference and mitigation.

THE JULY 2026 RADIO ZS

The July 2026 Radio ZS is available for download from mysarl.org.za, click on News. In this issue we look at repeater tones and how to use them, a personal space weather station, the BACAR-14 skybridge launch and establishing a county-wide simplex emergency network.

Under the projects, we have an open sleeve vertical antenna as an add-on for a multiband vertical antenna, delta loop antennas and the power connector adapter hub. We look at extreme NVIS antennas — how big can we go and hanging a treetop antenna with a drone. In the Museum Column we look at two clandestine radios of WWII, we also look at extremely low frequencies and ponder what happens when digital systems fail. And more in this 128-page issue.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

BOOK NOW FOR THE 2026 AMSAT SA SPACE SYMPOSIUM

Registration for the 2026 AMSAT SA Space Symposium will open today, Sunday 28 June. The symposium will be presented on the AMSAT SA video conference platform on Saturday 1 August 2026 from 10:00 CAT or 08:00 UTC. The programme features local as well as international speakers covering a wide range of topics. The registration link and more details can be found on www.amsatsa.org.za

CONTEST NEWS

[bookmark: _Hlk147919540]All the new radio amateurs from the May RAE are invited to participate in the first leg of the SARL Newbie QSO Party from 11:00 to 16:00 UTC on Saturday 4 July. It is a phone only contest on 40 and 20 metres. The exchange is a RS report, your four-character grid square e.g. JF95 and a phonetic letter indicating how long you have been licenced. The QSO scoring also depends on how long you have been licenced. Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Saturday 18 July to zr3vdk@outlook.com and zr3pa@outlook.com.

On Sunday 5 July, you get a chance to work stations in Kwazulu-Natal during the ZS5 QSO Party. The QSO Party runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC with CW and phone activity on 40 metres. The ZS5 stations will give a RS or RST report and their town name or abbreviation, while all other stations give a RS or RST report and their provincial or country abbreviation. Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Friday 10 July 2026 by e-mail to zs5contest@harc.org.za. 

Find the complete rules for both contests in the 2026 Contest Manual or on the Contest page on mysarl.org.za.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at moderate levels during the week. There are currently 7 sunspot regions with simple to complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 104. The 30 to 15 m bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – Ham Radio in Friedrichshafen and the ARRL Field Day 
30 June – International Asteroid Day and the end of the SARL 2025/26 SARL Financial Year
1 July – the start of the SARL 2026/27 Financial Year
4 July – the SARL Newbie QSO Party 
5 July – the ZS5 QSO Party
11 and 12 July – the IARU HF Championships and WRTC 2026

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

All amateurs are being asked to keep 7,135 MHz in the 40-metre band clear for emergency communications in the wake of back-to-back earthquakes that struck Venezuela on Wednesday 24 June. More information in the SARL Hamnet report during Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. 

In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune in on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, the broadcast can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.  
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
