SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 21 JUNE 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin every Sunday in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively, on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. Audio bulletins can be downloaded from sarlnews.podbean.com, while the text bulletin is available at mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.

In the news today:

W3G WORLD GIRAFFE DAY SPECIAL EVENT STATION

BACAR-14 SKYBRIDGE LAUNCH DATE MOVED TO 17 OCTOBER 2026

and

CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

The News Team wishes all fathers a very happy Father’s Day and happy Giraffe Day to all the giraffes.

W3G WORLD GIRAFFE DAY SPECIAL EVENT STATION - REQUEST FOR ON-AIR CONTACTS

Walt Skavinsky, KB3SBC, is helping coordinate the W3G World Giraffe Day Special Event Station from the Lehigh Valley Zoo in Schnecksville, Pennsylvania, USA. The organizers are reaching out to amateur radio clubs and operators in countries where giraffes live in the wild, noting that it would be an honour if clubs or any of their members could make an on-air contact with W3G during this special event.

The station will operate as: 
Call Sign: W3G 
Event: World Giraffe Day Special Event Station 
Date: Sunday 21 June 2026 
Operating Window: 14:00 UTC to 20:00 UTC 
Location: Lehigh Valley Zoo, Schnecksville, Pennsylvania, USA 
Grid Square: FN20EP

World Giraffe Day is observed each year on 21 June, the longest day of the year, to celebrate giraffes and raise awareness about giraffe conservation. The station will be operating near the giraffe habitat at the Lehigh Valley Zoo, home to Joshua and Tatu. The goal of W3G is to combine amateur radio, STEM education, public outreach and giraffe conservation awareness. Zoo visitors will be able to see the station in operation, follow contacts on a map and learn how amateur radio can connect people across the world.

An on-air contact with stations in giraffe range countries would be especially meaningful, as organizers would like to show zoo visitors that amateur radio can connect them directly with people in the parts of Africa where giraffes live and where conservation efforts matter most. Members are encouraged to listen for W3G, call during the event, or make contact in advance to arrange a scheduled contact. The station expects to focus mainly on HF voice, depending on propagation, and would welcome suggestions for the best bands and times during the operating window.

Electronic QSL cards will be sent automatically after the event to the email address listed on each contacted station’s QRZ profile. Paper QSL cards will also be available direct to KB3SBC with SASE. Help in making World Giraffe Day a truly international amateur radio event would be greatly appreciated.

FIRST 24 GHZ EME QSO INTO AFRICA

On Sunday 14 June 2026, the first ever 24 GHz EME contact is made with the African Continent. John, ZS6JON and Hans, PE1CKK made a two-way contact via the moon. This QSO had a long preparation, John contacted Hans a year ago and asked if he had some parts to make a 24 GHz setup. Parts are very hard to find in South Africa for 24 GHz.

After lot of e-mail and chat contact, John had the system up and running last Sunday. Right at the first TX cycle, John had a decode from Hans and the QSO was finished. The setup will stay for some time in SA, so John is open for skeds. Working conditions are a 1,8 m Dish, a Wavelab transverter, RW1127 twt 25W and DU3T lna.

BACAR-14 SKYBRIDGE LAUNCH DATE MOVED TO 17 OCTOBER 2026

The BACAR-14 Skybridge launch date has been moved from 10 October to Saturday 17 October 2026, weather permitting. BACAR is the abbreviation for Balloon Carrying Amateur Radio. The date change has been made to avoid a clash with the SARL Radio Amateur Examination for new amateur radio candidates on 10 October 2026. BACAR-14 fully supports the development of new radio amateurs, and the revised date allows candidates, assessors, clubs and supporting radio amateurs to focus on the examination weekend without conflict.

BACAR-14 Skybridge is a high-altitude amateur radio balloon project focused on exploring how affordable, recoverable communications hardware can support SARL HAMNET search-and-rescue and disaster communications from the stratosphere.

Call for community payload suggestions. BACAR-14 also invites the amateur radio and technical community to propose additional payloads, experiments and support systems that can add value to the mission without compromising safety, RF discipline or recovery.

Suggested payload ideas may include communications experiments, telemetry sensors, camera systems, recovery aids, education payloads, ground-station tools, or other lightweight experiments suitable for a high-altitude balloon mission. Proposed payloads should include a short description, owner, expected mass, power source, frequency/mode if transmitting and what the payload will demonstrate.

Read more in the SARL Communication dated Thursday 18 June 2026. If you did not receive the Communication, contact the SARL Secretary at secretary@sarl.org.za.

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.

CONTEST NEWS 

July is a busy month for contests, both local and international. There are six local contests and three international contests.

All the new radio amateurs from the May RAE are invited to participate in the first leg of the SARL Newbie QSO Party from 11:00 to 16:00 UTC on Saturday 4 July. It is a phone only contest on 40 and 20 metres.

Then on Sunday 5 July, everybody works ZR5, ZS5 and ZU5 stations during the ZS5 QSO Party. The QSO Party runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC with CW and phone activity on 40 metres.

The IARU HF Championships runs from 12:00 UTC on Saturday 11 July to 11:59 UTC on Sunday 12 July, with CW and phone activity on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. Here is a great chance to work the world. The exchange is an RS or RST report and your ITU Zone, which for South Africa is Zone 59. IARU Member Societies will give an RS or RST report and the Society abbreviation, for example, 59 SARL. Find the rules at www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship. The World Radio Teamsport Championship (WRTC) takes place the same weekend from England and there are awards available for working these stations. Find out more at www.wrtc2026.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/WRTC-2026-competition-rules-final.pdf.

The third leg of the SARL QRP Contest, the Winter leg, runs from 07:00 to 09:00 UTC on Saturday 18 July with CW and phone on 40, 20 and 10 metres.

On Sunday 19 July, everybody works ZR2, ZS2 and ZU2 stations during the ZS2 QSO Party. The QSO Party runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC with CW and phone activity on 40 metres.

For those who enjoy working RTTY, the North American RTTY QSO Party runs from 18:00 UTC on Saturday 18 July to 05:59 UTC on Sunday 19 July. Get the rules at https://ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf.

The third leg of the SARL Saturday 40 m Club Contest runs from 15:00 to 16:00 UTC on Saturday 25 July with CW, phone and RTTY activity. The aim is to work as many Clubs and grid squares as possible in that hour.

On Sunday 26 July, everybody works ZR1, ZS1 and ZU1 stations during the ZS1 QSO Party. The QSO Party runs from 16:00 to 17:00 UTC with CW and phone activity on 40 metres.

To close off July, there is the Islands on the Air Contest which runs from 12:00 UTC on Saturday 25 July to 12:00 UTC on Sunday 26 July with CW and phone activity on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 m. The exchange is an RS or RST report and a serial number, with stations on islands sending their IOTA reference number, for example, 59 21 AF064 or 599 10 AF085. AF064 is Robben Island and AF085 is Elephant Rock. Get the rules at www.rsgbcc.org/hf/iota.shtml.

For the local contests, consult your copy of the 2026 Contest Manual or visit https://mysarl.org.za/contest-resources/.

The 2026 Top Band QSO party took place over a four-day period starting on 4 June 2026. 34 entries were received for the contest, with 951 QSOs logged. Contacts were made between 76 stations in 38 grid squares. The top three in each category are:

Overall Results:
1st Lucas Holtzhausen, ZS6LH - 178 points 
2nd Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS and Phillip van Tonder, ZS6PVT - 162 points

SSB:
1st Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS - 106 points 
2nd Lucas Holtzhausen, ZS6LH - 102 points 
3rd Gert du Plessis, ZR6GRT and Ledge Mouton, ZS6OLM - 98 points

Digital (only FT8 used): 
1st Patrick Eilers and Lucas Holtzhausen - 68 points 
3rd Kobus Kotze - 58 points

CW:
1st Phillip van Tonder - 20 points 
2nd Arthur Duvenage and Danie Schnetler - 14 points

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at very low levels during the week. There are currently 3 sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a low to moderate probability for C-class and a low probability for M-class solar flares. If operators want to do their own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 64. The 30 to 15 m bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. For more information, please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za. 

DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Today – the Winter Solstice, Fathers’ Day and World Giraffe Day
26 June – Provincial Schools close 
26 to 28 June – Ham Radio in Friedrichshafen 
27 and 28 June – the ARRL Field Day 
30 June – International Asteroid Day and the end of the SARL 2025/26 SARL Financial Year
1 July – the start of the SARL 2026/27 Financial Year
4 July – the SARL Newbie QSO Party 
5 July – the ZS5 QSO Party
11 and 12 – the IARU HF Championships and WRTC 2026

To conclude our bulletin, here is a recap of our main news story:

Walt Skavinsky, KB3SBC, is helping coordinate the W3G World Giraffe Day Special Event Station from the Lehigh Valley Zoo in Schnecksville, Pennsylvania, USA. The organizers are reaching out to amateur radio clubs and operators in countries where giraffes live in the wild, noting that it would be an honour if clubs or any of their members could make an on-air contact with W3G during this special event. The event runs from 14:00 UTC to 20:00 UTC today.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

The weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today can be heard every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, listeners can tune in on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, the broadcast can be heard at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

Signal reports, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA, and read by ...........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

