SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 14 JUNE 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

INFO ON HF BEACONS

NARC OFFICE CLOSED ON 15 JUNE 2026

and

CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

We begin the bulletin with the news of a silent key.

It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Joseph (Joe) Katzman ZS6TB went silent on 7 June 2026. Joe, a Pharmacist from Springs, was a well-known and beloved member of the East Rand Branch and the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club. We will fondly remember his voice on the 2-metre repeater in the mornings and during Sunday morning bulletins. He was a regular attendant of the PARC veteran’s breakfast events, and will sincerely be missed. Our sincere condolences go to his wife Selma, his daughter Andy and sons Darren and Gary. You will sincerely be missed.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

HF BEACONS
 
The IARU Region 1 HF Beacon Coordinator is working through the HF Beacon List, available at https://hfbeacons.wordpress.com/hf-beacons/. Excluding ZS6DN, part of the NCDXF series of beacons, only two other South African beacons appear in the list – ZS6SRL on 60 m WSPR and ZS0BOT on 40 m CW.
 
If you are running a beacon on HF, please provide the HF Beacon Coordinator with the following information: - beacon frequency and call sign, QTH and grid square, the power output, the antenna and antenna direction, and the mode and hours of operation. Send the information to hf_beacon@iaru-r1.org

THE NARC CLOSED ON 15 JUNE
 
The Office at the National Amateur Radio Centre will be closed on Monday 15 June. Kelley will be back in the Office on Wednesday 17 June.

AMATEUR RADIO INDUSTRY NEWS
 
ITU Industries of Indiana, which earlier this year acquired the Hy-Gain and Cushcraft antenna lines from MFJ Enterprises, Inc., has now added Ameritron and Mirage amplifiers to its inventory. ITU CEO Dave Carpenter had previously indicated there might be other MFJ brands acquired as the company completed renovation of a closed National Guard Armoury on a 15-acre site in Linton, Indiana. MFJ stopped on-site production for MFJ and its sister companies on 17 May 2024, and included such well-known brands as Ameritron, Hy-Gain, Cushcraft, Mirage and Vectronics.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

[bookmark: _Hlk231576572]CONTEST NEWS

From 12:00 to 13:00 UTC on Tuesday 16 June, you can participate in the first leg of the SARL Youth QSO Party. This is a fun activity to celebrate the Youth and to promote contacts between young radio amateurs in Southern African countries. Call “CQ Youth!” It is a CW and phone contest on the 40 m band and the exchange is a realistic RS or RST report and your age. Submit your log by 21:59 UTC on Sunday 21 June to zr3vdk@outlook.com as well as zr3pa@outlook.com.
 
On Saturday 20 June 2026, you can participate in the second and last leg of the SARL 20 m Club Contest. The contest runs from 11:00 to 12:00 UTC with CW, phone and RTTY activity. The exchange is your name, your Club call sign and your 4-character grid square (e.g. JF93). Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Thursday 25 June 2026 to contest@sarl.org.za.
 
As always, get the rules for these contests in the 2026 Contest Manual or the Contest page on mysarl. And do this before the contest starts.

Then you can still climb the mountains today for the ZS-SOTA Activity Weekend as well as the Queens of the Mountains event. This enjoyable activity is open to all radio amateurs as a summit activator or a chaser. You can even activate a park during the weekend. Join the ZS/7P SOTA/POTA WhatsApp group for more information.

Wednesday 17 June is World QRP Day and a chance to operate using low power. Give QRP a try.

PROPAGATION REPORT
 
Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low to moderate levels during the week. There are currently 5 sunspot regions with simple to slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low to moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 65. The 30 to 15 m bands may provide some good DX fun especially in the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – the ZS SOTA Activity Weekend and the Queens of the Mountain event is still in progress
15 June – a school holiday
16 June – Youth Day and the SARL Youth QSO Party
17 June – World QRP Day
20 June – SARL Saturday 20m Club Contest and the AWA Open Day
21 June – Winter Solstice and Fathers’ Day
26 June - Provincial Schools close
26 to 28 June – Ham Radio in Friedrichshafen 
27 and 28 June – the ARRL Field Day
30 June - International Asteroid Day and the end of the 2025/26 SARL Financial Year

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The IARU Region 1 HF Beacon Coordinator is working through the HF Beacon List, available at https://hfbeacons.wordpress.com/hf-beacons/. Excluding ZS6DN, part of the NCDXF series of beacons, only two other South African beacons appear in the list – ZS6SRL on 60 m WSPR and ZS0BOT on 40 m CW.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
