SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 31 MAY 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin every Sunday in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively, on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. Audio bulletins can be downloaded from sarlnews.podbean.com, while the text bulletin is available at mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.

In the news today:

THE JUNE 2026 RADIO ZS

PRAISE FOR AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

and

CLUB AND CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

THE JUNE ISSUE OF RADIO ZS

The June 2026 issue of Radio ZS was uploaded on Friday 29 May, go to mysarl and click on News and then Radio ZS to get your copy.

We welcome the new radio amateurs from the May RAE, find out about the awards and trophies handed over at the Awards Dinner and the new ZS2BK Satellite Award. Stewart, ZR1WT discusses the SDR Revolution and Kevin, ZS6KAT tells how to build a Qatar-OSCAR-100 Satellite Narrowband Transponder Ground Station. What causes lightning? We visit the ZS0BOT low-power Beacon, find out about Number stations - Ghosts on the Shortwave Bands and look at the WT3J GUI-Based Morse Code Controller.

In the Museum Piece, we look at the radios that started and ended World War II in the Pacific, we look at the surprisingly long life of the vacuum tube and multiband HF centre-loaded off-centre-fed dipoles.

PRAISE FOR AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Senator Ted Cruz, in a strong pre-Memorial Day message, publicly highlighted the critical role amateur radio volunteers play during disasters. He praised and thanked amateur radio operators who provide essential communications when storms and emergencies disrupt power, cellular networks and normal communication systems. Senator Cruz said that, during emergencies, amateur radio operators step forward with the tools, expertise and commitment needed to reconnect communities when it matters most.

He noted that this dedication was clearly demonstrated during Hurricane Harvey in 2017, when catastrophic flooding devastated communities across Texas. He added that it was again demonstrated more recently during the tragic Camp Mystic floods.

As the United States prepares for another summer storm season, Senator Cruz emphasized that amateur radio remains as vital as ever. He stated that while future emergencies are inevitable, amateur radio operators will continue to stand ready to respond, serve and make a difference. He concluded by thanking amateur radio operators for their courage and commitment, saying their work strengthens communities across the country.

Senator Cruz is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation. His comments align with the ARRL’s ongoing efforts to strengthen and protect amateur radio’s role in emergency preparedness and public service communications. His remarks also reflect growing Congressional recognition of the value amateur radio operators bring to communities across the United States. [with thanks to the ARRL Letter for 28 May 2026]

THE NOVICE NET

Attention all radio amateurs — new, returning and well-seasoned! Get ready to light up your Wednesday nights with the exciting return of the Novice Net. After a successful run by the West Rand Amateur Radio Club, the net is now being relaunched in partnership with the Sandton Amateur Radio Club. The Novice Net is once again building momentum and any club or experienced operator is welcome to host a net or two.

If you are new to amateur radio, this is where the journey becomes exciting. If you have years of experience behind the microphone, this is your opportunity to inspire the next generation. Tune in via your local interconnected VHF repeater, or connect through the West Rand, Sandton, Kempton EchoLink or AllStar nodes and take part in a lively, welcoming and informative net.

Expect a centrally controlled net with energy, variety and plenty of opportunity to participate. Introduce yourself, ask questions, share ideas, learn something new and perhaps become the voice that encourages someone else to get on the air.

The Novice Net takes place every Wednesday evening from 19:00 CAT for approximately 30 to 60 minutes, starting this coming Wednesday, 3 June 2026. Expect great conversation, useful insight, practical radio knowledge and the kind of atmosphere that keeps operators coming back week after week.

So, mark it down, charge the batteries, key the microphone and join the Novice Net this Wednesday at 19:00 CAT — then make it part of every Wednesday thereafter. The next contact, the next idea or the next spark in your radio journey could be waiting for you on the net!

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.


A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS1AFB-1 was last heard from 11 days ago. We assume the worst. ZR1WT-6 was launched last Saturday. Due to the delay from the original launch date, the balloon by Saturday only had ~5 gm neck lift. But should be sufficient? Half of 1 solar panel was damaged on site. However, on measuring the final voltage, the whole assembly still produced 3,5 V so a call was made to still launch. Finally, WSPRNET was down on Saturday so if any progress spots were received, they were lost. Sadly - not a squeak out of the balloon since launch.

CLUB NEWS

You are invited to join the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club for their next flea market and boot sale on Saturday 6 June 2026 at their new clubhouse at 16 Catherine Street, Shere, Pretoria East. Come and enjoy socialising with fellow amateurs and friends. Other amateur radio clubs are also welcome to sell amateur radio equipment and promote their clubs.

Bring the whole family. There are padel courts, a restaurant with a special HAM menu and playgrounds for the grandchildren. Starting time is 09:00 for sellers and 10:00 for buyers.
To book a stand and table, contact Almero, ZS6LDP, on 083 938 8955 or e-mail almerodps@gmail.com. See you on Saturday 6 June at the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club flea market and boot sale.

CONTEST NEWS

Are you ready for the SARL Top Band QSO Contest? The contest runs from 22:01 UTC on Thursday 4 June, which is midnight CAT, until 21:59 UTC on Sunday 7 June 2026, with CW, digital and phone activity. The exchange is an RS, RSQ or RST report together with your 4-character grid square, for example KG30. Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Friday 12 June 2026 by e-mail to contest@zs6wr.co.za. Remember to apply for your SARL Top Band Award. 

The SARL VHF/UHF FM Contest provides an opportunity to test your VHF and UHF equipment and discover how far you can communicate using FM. Everyone can take part, whether you are a portable or mobile operator, an off-road enthusiast or a home station operator.

Remember, height gives you an advantage. How far will you be able to communicate using a handheld radio from the Hartbeespoort Cable Car, Naval Hill in Bloemfontein or Table Mountain? Do you have an AMSATSA 2 metre / 70 centimetre Yagi? Park on your favourite hill, mountain or scenic viewpoint and make a few contacts. This contest is a great excuse to invite a friend along and enjoy a day outdoors. Clubs are encouraged to mobilise their novices and new radio amateurs for the day and get them calling CQ. It is also the perfect opportunity to introduce your radio family to the excitement of VHF and UHF contesting.
Points are awarded for every kilometre based on the exchanged 6-digit grid locators sent and received. FM mode only may be used on the 6 metre, 2 metre and 70 centimetre bands.
The contest takes place from 10:00 to 13:00 on Saturday 13 June.

Have you identified a summit or two that you would like to activate during the Winter ZS SOTA Activity Weekend? This enjoyable activity is open to all radio amateurs.
The activity weekend takes place on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 June, together with the Queens of the Mountain event for the YLs. Monday 15 June is a school holiday and Tuesday 16 June is a public holiday, allowing participants to extend their SOTA activities over four days. You will find all the rules for these three contests in the 2026 Contest Manual or on the contest pages at mysarl.org.za.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity for the week is expected to remain at low levels. There are currently 11 visible sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations. There are a high probability of C-class solar flares and a low probability of M-class solar flares. If you would like to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week is approximately 92. The 15 to 30 metre bands may provide good DX conditions, especially during the early evenings. For further information, please visit spaceweather.sansa.org.za.

DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Today – the CQ WPX CW Contest and the closing for submission of paper proposals for the Space Symposium
3 June – the Novice Net
4 to 7 June – the SARL Top Band contest
6 and 7 June – the ARRL International DX Digital Contest
13 June – the SARL VHF/UHF FM mode Contest
13 and 14 June – the ZS SOTA Activity Weekend and the Queens of the Mountain event
15 June – a school holiday
16 June – Youth Day and the SARL Youth QSO Party
17 June – World QRP Day

To conclude our bulletin, here is a recap of our main news story:

The June 2026 issue of Radio ZS was uploaded on Friday 29 May, go to mysarl and click on News and then Radio ZS to get your copy. We welcome the new radio amateurs from the May RAE, find out about the awards and trophies handed over at the Awards Dinner and the new ZS2BK Satellite Award. And more in this 128-page issue.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and again at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by ...........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

