SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 24 MAY 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from the League website https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE MAY RAE RESULTS ARE OUT

THE ZS95VTS SPECIAL EVENT STATION

and

THE END FED HALF WAVE ANTENNA FEATURED IN THE NEXT POWER HOUR

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

We begin the bulletin with news of two silent keys.

It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Norman Perelson, ZS2RI went silent on Tuesday 12 May and the key of Neels van Eeden, ZS1OB, went silent on Friday 22 May 2026. We express our sincere condolences to their family and friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

60 METRE RELAYS

How about trying the 60-metre band for the relay of SARL News and Amateur Radio Today? Is there someone who would be willing to do such a relay? If you are willing to test 60 metres, contact the SARL Secretary

[bookmark: _Hlk229760407]THE MAY RAE RESULTS ARE OUT

Donovan, ZS2DL, the SARL RAE Manager reports that the May RAE is a thing of the past and the candidates have now all received their results, 6 days from date of exam! 80 candidates wrote the exam on Saturday 16 May and we now have 66 new Amateurs. Well done to these guys and gals. If you have received a call sign with your results, welcome to the air.

If you have not received a call sign with your results, it means that there are outstanding documents that have been requested multiple times. Once you have submitted the documents, you will receive your call sign. For those who did not make the cut, do not lose hope and try again in October.

Work for the October RAE begins on Monday 25 May. My thanks go out to the whole RAE team, from Kelley and Noel to every invigilator, tutor and HF assessor! Without you guys this would be an impossible job.

Amateur radio is the only fail-safe communication in the world and that is the way that it is.

THE ZS95VTS SPECIAL EVENT STATION

The Voortrekker Movement is commemorating their 95th anniversary in 2026. As part of the commemoration, a special call sign, ZS95VTS, has been acquired which will be activated from Pretoria on 30 May 2026 during a Radio Speech badge course for youth members in high school presented by Gerhard, ZS6CRS. Broadcasts will begin at 09:00 on 7,095 MHz. There will also be a SSTV broadcast on 7,175 at 10:30 as part of the course presentation. The broadcast will be repeated for 5 minutes. For further information, contact Gerhard, ZS6CRS, via e-mail at zs6crs@gmail.com. Please also use the e-mail to confirm receipt of the SSTV image as well as the quality of the image and the broadcast. This format is Scottie 1.

AMSAT SA 2026 SPACE SYMPOSIUM CALL FOR PAPERS
 
This year the AMSAT SA Space Symposium will be held on Saturday 1 August and will again be an online event. The reason it will be online is to give as many people as possible the opportunity to attend without having to travel, involving large travel cost. The theme of the symposium is: “The new Amateur Radio World in Space” exploring the many facets of activities in the space environment. The aim is to present discussions on the practical hands-on aspects as well as emerging technologies.

This is a call for papers. Radio Amateurs, Space Scientists and enthusiasts world-wide are encouraged to share their experiences and submit proposals for papers and a short summary for consideration to be included in the programme. The Symposium is planned to run from 10:00 – 14:00 SAST (08:00- 12:00 UTC). Proposals should be sent in a Word format to admin@amsatsa.org.za by Sunday 31 May 2026. Final papers will be required by 15 July and PowerPoint show by 27 July.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS1AFB-1 was last heard from 4 days ago. Its last transmission reported its location in the Indian ocean after 8 laps of the world. The ZR1WT-6 launch was planned for 10:30 CAT yesterday, weather permitting. It will be transmitting in 10 m band on channel 25.

THE END FED HALF WAVE ANTENNA FEATURED IN THE NEXT POWER HOUR TECH TALK

News flash reminder: The May Power Hour Tech Talk with our special guest Chris, ZS6GM is imminent. There are definitely two sides to every antenna, so this talk could get controversial, which will make it more exciting. Do you love or hate the EFHW antenna, or have you never given it a try? Then diarise this coming Wednesday 27th May at 19:00 CAT, as this is your opportunity to come along to discover what is myth and what is fact, and perhaps even how to construct one, and why the EFHW antenna is often found in many Radio Go boxes. The question is, does it work or does it not?

Prepare your questions and prepare your opinion, and be sure to bring along both, together with a healthy dose of curiosity to the Power Hour Tech Talk on the EFHW antenna with our special guest Chris, ZS6GM that will be taking place live on Zoom and the repeater network this coming Wednesday evening 27 May at 19:00 CAT. Grab your pens as here come the zoom details – the meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the passcode is 304951. Please spread the word and join the Power Hour Tech Talk.

CLUB NEWS
 
You are invited to join us at the West Rand Amateur Radio Club for our exciting flea market / boot sale on Saturday 30 May at the Clubhouse at the end of Kroton Street, Weltevreden Park - search for "West Rand Amateur Radio Club" on Google Maps. Come and explore all on offer! Find those hidden treasures or come sell some of your own. Delicious Wors Rolls and a variety of cold drinks will be on sale. Enjoy socializing with fellow amateurs and friends. The gate opens at 10:00 CAT for refreshments, breakfast and socializing. Vendors can set up shop at 11:30 CAT. To book a stand and table, contact the Club at info@zs6wr.co.za

CONTEST NEWS

[bookmark: _Toc147249305][bookmark: _Toc216693003]The SARL Top Band QSO Contest is a fun activity to promote contacts on 160 metres between radio amateurs in Southern African countries (SADC) and to encourage radio amateurs to apply for the SARL Top Band Award. The contest runs from 22:01 UTC Thursday 4 June (midnight CAT) to 21:59 UTC on Sunday 7 June 2026 with CW, digital and Phone activity. The exchange is a RS, RSQ or RST report and your 4-character grid square (e.g. KG30). Submit your log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Friday 12 June 2026 by e-mail to contest@zs6wr.co.za.

The time has finally arrived! The SARL VHF/UHF FM contest is around the corner and this is your turn to shine. Everyone can take part, whether you are a portable or mobile operator, an off-road specialist or a home station. Park on your favourite hill, mountain or scenic viewpoint and make a few contacts. The contest runs from 10:00 to 13:00 UTC on Saturday 13 June — the long-distance VHF/UHF FM shootout begins. More information in next week’s bulletin.

The Winter ZS SOTA Activity Weekend is a fun event to encourage radio amateurs to participate in the Summits on the Air (SOTA) programme. This fun activity is open to all radio amateurs. The weekend was planned for 16 and 17 May, but the ZS SOTA Team decided to move it to the weekend of 13 and 14 June to run with the Queens of the Mountain event. Monday 15 June is a school holiday and Tuesday 16 June is a public holiday, so you can extend your SOTA activities over four days!

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity for the week is expected to be at low levels. There are currently 6 sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a moderate probability for C-class, and a low probability for M-class solar flares.
If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 64. The 15 to 30 m bands may provide some good DX fun in the early evenings. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

[bookmark: _Hlk229763572]27 May – the Power Hour Tech Talk
30 May – the West Rand Boot Sale
30 and 31 May – the CQ WPX CW contest
31 May – submission of paper proposals for the Space Symposium
4 to 7 June – the SARL Top Band contest
6 and 7 June – the ARRL International DX Digital Contest
13 June – the SARL VHF/UHF FM mode Contest
13 and 14 June – the ZS SOTA Activity Weekend and the Queens of the Mountain event

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

Donovan, ZS2DL, the SARL RAE Manager reports that the May RAE is a thing of the past and the candidates have now all received their results, 6 days from date of exam! 80 candidates wrote the exam on Saturday 16 May and we now have 66 new Amateurs. Well done to these guys and gals. If you have received a call sign with your results, welcome to the air.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ and by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.  
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
