SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 17 MAY 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] o behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from the League website https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE SARL 100 COMMEMORATIVE BOOK

AMSAT SA FINALISES 2026 SPACE SYMPOSIUM DATE

and

THE END FED HALF WAVE ANTENNA FEATURED IN THE NEXT POWER HOUR

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

THE ZS3 QSO PARTY THIS AFTERNOON

Are you looking for ZS3 QSOs for your Worked All Grid Squares or Worked All ZS awards? The ZS3 QSO Party takes place this afternoon, Sunday 17 May with the aim to work as many stations in the Northern Cape as possible. It is a phone and CW contest on the 40-metre band, the exchange is a RS or RST report and your provincial or country abbreviation.

THE SARL 100 COMMEMORATIVE BOOK

Brian, ZS6YZ wants to have more SARL 100 Commemorative Books printed, but he needs to know how many. We know that the Pretoria ARC is looking for 8 books, the Boland and Cape Town Clubs are looking for 30 books, Bloemfontein wants 10 books and another 10 for the east of Johannesburg. What about the other Clubs? Find out from your members and let Brian know at bjacobsza@gmail.com. The SARL 100 Book costs R150 per book plus the courier costs. If your Club places a bulk order, the courier cost comes down. Let Brian know how many books your Club wants.

60 METRE RELAYS

How about trying the 60-metre band for the relay of SARL News and Amateur Radio Today? Is there someone who would be willing to do such a relay? If you are willing to test 60 metres, contact the SARL Secretary

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

ZS6SRC-36 was launched last Saturday and after travelling 17 000 km over 4 days and 16 hours, began losing altitude last Thursday. Sadly, its final transmission was at 01:36 that morning, reporting an altitude of 6 200 m. At the time, it was partway over the Pacific Ocean.

ZS1AFB-1 is currently partway over the Atlantic Ocean and heading towards South Africa, where it will complete eight circumnavigations of the Earth.
[bookmark: _Hlk229760407]
AMSAT SA FINALISES 2026 SPACE SYMPOSIUM DATE

This year the AMSAT SA Space Symposium will be held on Saturday 1 August and will again be an online event. The reason it will be online is to give as many people as possible the opportunity to attend without having to travel, involving large travel cost. The theme of the symposium is: “The new Amateur Radio World in Space” exploring the many facets of activities in the space environment. The aim is to present discussions on the practical hands-on aspects as well as emerging technologies.

Papers are invited; radio amateurs, space scientists and enthusiasts are encouraged to share their experiences and summit proposals for papers and a short summary for consideration to be included in the programme. The Symposium is planned to run from 10:00 – 14:00 CAT (08:00- 14:00 UTC). Proposals should be sent in Word format to admin@amsatsa.org.za by 31 May 2026. Final papers will be required by 15 July and PowerPoints by 27 July.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE END FED HALF WAVE ANTENNA FEATURED IN THE NEXT POWER HOUR

We are already well into May 2026... this is just in case you had not noticed. This also means it is time to let you know about the May Power Hour Tech Talk with our special guest Chris, ZS6GM. You have all read the many articles published by Chris in Radio ZS, so you already know he brings the word Professional into our Amateur Radio hobby and now lucky for us, we are going to be privileged to have Chris as our special guest during the May Power Hour Tech Talk to give us all the facts and fictions on the famous, or infamous, End Fed Half Wave antenna.

There are definitely two sides to every coin, so this talk could get controversial, which will make it even more exciting. Do you love or hate the EFHW antenna, or have you never given it a try? Then diarise Wednesday 27 May at 19:00 CAT, as this is your opportunity to come along to discover what is myth and what is fact and perhaps even how to construct one and why the EFHW antenna is often found in many Radio Go boxes, but the question is, does it work or does it not? 

Prepare your questions and prepare your opinion, and be sure to bring along both, together with a healthy dose of curiosity to the Power Hour Tech Talk on the EFHW antenna with our special guest Chris, ZS6GM that will be taking place live on Zoom and the repeater network at 19:00 CAT on Wednesday evening 27 May. Grab your pens as here come the zoom details - Meeting ID: 853 0134 3276 and passcode: 304951. Please spread the word and join the Power Hour Tech Talk.

CONTEST NEWS

On Wednesday 20 May, the SARL celebrates its 101st birthday and you can participate in the second leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest. Get the rules for these two contests in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

Early warning! From Thursday 4 to Sunday 7 June, you can participate in the SARL Top Band QSO Party and make the necessary QSOs for your Top Band Award. You can operate CW, phone or digital on the 160-metre band, the exchange is a RS, RST or RSQ report and your 4-character grid square. Get all the information in the contest manual and get your 160 m antenna into the air.

The objective of the 2026 IARU HF World Championship this contest is to support amateur self-training in radiocommunications, including improving operating skills, conducting technical investigations and communicating with other amateurs around the world (especially IARU member-society headquarters stations) using the 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10-metre bands. The contest runs from 12:00 UTC on Saturday 11 July to 11:59 UTC on Sunday 12 July.

The exchange is a RS or RST signal report and your ITU zone, HQ stations will send a RS or RST report and the Society abbreviation, e.g. 59SARL while IARU Officials will send a RS or RST report and IS, R1, R2 or R3.  Stations from IARU Member Societies around the world will be active. Get on the air to find out how many headquarters stations you can work. Up-to-date rules, paper log forms and ITU zone maps can be found at www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship. 

The World Radio Sport Team Championship, known as WRTC will take place from 8 to 13 July 2026 in the East Anglia region of the United Kingdom. The 50 teams will be in the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire and they will participate in the 2026 IARU HF World Championship on 11 and 12 July.

The results of the AWA SSB QSO Party held on Sunday 3 May 2026. The QSO Party was divided into 4 categories of radio used. There were 80 participants, but only 17 submitted logs. Thanks to all those who took the time to participate and send in logs.

All Valve Radio
1st Daniel, ZS5JR - Trio TS510 - 55 points
2nd Mario, ZS6MAR - FTdx400 - 30 points
3rd Ludwig, ZS5CN - Hallicrafters Cyclone - 23 points

Hybrid Radio
1st Helge, ZS6HB - TS830s - 60 points
2nd Nico, ZS4N - FT101 - 55 points
3rd Wayne, ZS6ORB - FT101z - 40 points

Pre 1970
None

Post 1970
1st Keith, ZS6HI - 38 points – IC-7300
2nd Mickey ZS5QB - 34 points – TS-120s
3rd Jadranko, ZS6DJA - 32 points – IC-707

Andy, ZS6ADY operated ZS0AWA and scored 37 points.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low levels during the week. There are currently 3 sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 37. The 30 to 15 m bands may especially, in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

Today – World Telecom Day and the ZS3 QSO Party
20 May - World Bee Day, the SARL’s 101st birthday and the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest
[bookmark: _Hlk229763572]21 May – International Tea Day
27 May – the Power Hour Tech Talk
30 May – the West Rand Boot Sale
30 and 31 May – the CQ WPX CW contest
31 May – submission of paper proposals for the Space Symposium

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

The ZS3 QSO Party takes place this afternoon, Sunday 17 May with the aim to work as many stations in the Northern Cape as possible. It is a phone and CW contest on the 40-metre band. Get the rules in the 2026 Contest Manual.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ and by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.  
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
