SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 10 MAY 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively, on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. Audio bulletins can be downloaded from sarlnews.podbean.com, while the text bulletin is available at mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.

From the news team, we wish all mothers a Happy Mother’s Day!

In the news today:

 THE MAY RADIO ZS

 SARL AWARDS AND TROPHIES

 and 

 THE MAY RAE NEXT SATURDAY

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

We start this bulletin with news of a silent key.

It is with deep regret that we announce the key of John Jack, ZS6JBJ, went silent on Saturday 2 May 2026, following a short illness. John was born in Scotland on 21 February 1940; he was a friend to many and loved ragchewing on CW. We extend our sincere condolences to his family and friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League. 

SILENT KEY NOTIFICATIONS AND NEWS ITEMS

You are once again reminded to submit Silent Key notifications and news items to news@sarl.org.za. In this way, the bulletin compiler for the week will receive the items. Please DO NOT send news items via WhatsApp to Dennis, ZS4BS—this is not the news inbox!

Regarding contest results: the news team does not require the full list of results for the bulletin. What is required is the name of the contest, the number of logs received and the first three places. That is all. Please send these to news@sarl.org.za.

THE MAY 2026 RADIO ZS

The glitch on the website has been repaired and the May 2026 issue of Radio ZS has been uploaded to mysarl.org.za. Read about the journey from FT8 to CW, the ZS100SARL and the 2025 SARL Centenary Marathon QSO Party, an All-Band Emcomm Go-Kit and the 3Y0K expedition and return.

We look at the GM Pole Antenna, the RaDAR Sport Tracker and optimized Moxy antennas for the 2, 6 and 10-metre bands and ask, "Why RaDAR?" Stewart, ZR1WT, discusses telemetry via repurposed WSPR for Pico Balloons; we look at vintage amateur radio and Shacks On The Air. We visit the m'Bashe lighthouse and, in the Museum Piece, we look into the suitcase in the attic. There is all this and more in this issue.

SARL AWARDS AND TROPHIES

The SARL Awards Dinner at the Willows was well attended and everyone enjoyed the excellent meal provided. The presentation of the various awards was conducted by Nico, ZS6QL.

Honorary Life Membership was bestowed on Sid, ZS5AYC, while the Willie Wilson Gold Badge was awarded to Michael, ZS1MJT; Adele, ZS5APT; Christo, ZR6LJK; Gert, ZS6GC and Keith, ZS6HI.

The Koos & Annie van der Merwe Platinum Award was awarded to Theunis, ZS2EC and Dave, ZS2DH, while the Koos & Annie van der Merwe Gold Award went to Tony, ZR2TX; Chris, ZS2AAW; Andrew, ZS2G; Glen, ZS2GV; Jaco-Louis, ZS6JLK and Devon, ZS6DEV.

The Jack Twine Merit Award was awarded to Neil, ZR1ABO; Christo, ZS1CBY; David, ZS1GA; Neville, ZS1NEV; Odette, ZS2OD; Andrew, ZS2AFB; Eric, ZS2ECH; Paul, ZS2PS and Vaughan, ZS2VR. Jan, ZS4JAN, was inducted into the SARL Hall of Fame.

The complete list of awards and trophies will be published in the June 2026 issue of Radio ZS.

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.

THE MAY RAE NEXT SATURDAY

The May Radio Amateur Examination will be written on Saturday 16 May at various exam centres around South Africa. The SARL News Team wishes all the candidates everything of the best for the exam.

CONTEST NEWS

The Bo-Karoo ARC invites you to participate in the first leg of the Early Morning Coffee QSO Party from 04:00 to 05:00 UTC on Wednesday 13 May. Activity takes place on 40 and 80 metres. The exchange is your name and callsign, an RS report, your Grid Square and your age category. Submit your log sheets by 21:59 UTC on Wednesday 20 May to zr3vdk@outlook.com and zr3pa@outlook.com.

The Northern Cape ARC invites you to participate in the ZS3 QSO Party on Sunday 17 May. The SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest takes place on Wednesday 20 May, which is also the SARL’s 101st birthday. Get the rules for these three contests in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

Thirty logs were received for the ZS4 QSO Party held on Sunday 12 April 2026.

1st Michael Roodt, ZS4BHF – 145 points 
2nd André Wiese, ZS4AW – 94 points 
3rd Deon Fraser, ZS5DCF – 72 points

Seventy-two logs were received for the second leg of the SARL Saturday 40 Club Contest held on Saturday 25 April 2026.

Club Results:
1st The West Rand ARC, ZS6WR – 931 points 
2nd The Northern Cape ARC, ZS3NC – 796 points 
3rd The Sandton ARC, ZS6STN – 553 points

Individual Results:
1st Rulhof, ZS4RM – 168 points 
2nd Gerhard, ZS1TG – 166 points 
3rd Brandon, ZS6LZ – 156 points

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at low to moderate levels during the week. There are currently 4 sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations visible. There is a moderate to high probability for C-class and a low to moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 74.
The 30 to 10 m bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Today – Mother’s Day
13 May – the Early Morning Coffee QSO Party
14 May - Ascension Day
15 to 17 May – the Dayton Hamvention
16 May – the May Radio Amateur Exam
17 May – World Telecom Day and the ZS3 QSO Party
20 May - World Bee Day, the SARL’s 101st birthday and the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Contest

To conclude our bulletin, here is a recap of our main news story:

The technical issues on the website have been resolved and the May 2026 issue of Radio ZS has been uploaded to mysarl.org.za. Highlights include the transition from FT8 to CW, the ZS100SARL and 2025 Centenary Marathon and the 3Y0K expedition.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by ...........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

