SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 5 APRIL 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from the League website https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE 2026 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR SARL SYMPOSIUM

and

THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

THE 2026 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION

On Wednesday 1 April 2026, the SARL Secretary uploaded the following documents to the SARL website - the 2026 SARL National Convention Booklet, the Annual Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2025 (Motion 1 in the AGM Booklet) and the SARL Online Voting for Councillors. The link for the proxy form has also been activated.

When you go to https://mysarl.org.za/ you will see AGM (click there to get the above documents) and Election (where you cast your vote for the Council vacancies). Thank you to the 102 members who have already cast their votes.

Registration for the 2026 SARL National Convention has been open for some time. Have you registered? If you wish to follow the AGM on the virtual platform, you must register to receive the access link. If you are attending in person, registration is essential so we can account for the number of gift bags required. Visit the SARL website and click on "AGM" to access the registration form. If you cannot attend in person or via the virtual platform, please ask someone to carry your proxy form. Voting on the AGM motions will take place at the AGM and you need to be part of that process.

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR SARL SYMPOSIUM

The registration for the SARL National Technical Symposium closes on Friday 10 April at 16:00 UTC (18:00 SAST). The symposium offers a wide range of technical and interesting topics that will take your amateur radio experience to a new exiting level, Papers include 
Make Meteor Scatter Communication your next Amateur Radio Project, Development of a contesting and DXing dashboard for the HamSCI personal space weather station, Technology in providing effective HAMNET emergency communication, The SARL Noise Monitoring Project , Why  Science in Amateur Radio is important , EME on 23 cm on a solar cooker, Telemetry via repurposed WSPR Amateur RADIO Pico Balloons as they travel around the world.

The SARL National Technical Symposium will be presented virtually on the AMSAT SA video conference platform and simulcasted on OSCAR 100. Free registration is now open. The full programme and the registration link are published on www.amsatsa.org.za and www.mysarl.org.za. Register now.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE 27TH IARU REGION 1 GENERAL CONFERENCE

The 27th IARU Region 1 General Conference will be held from 19 to 22 September in Vienna, Austria. The 100th anniversary of the Austrian Society will be celebrated during the conference. The event will be an ‘in-person’ meeting with online streaming of the Plenary and Committee 3 meetings. All Member Societies are invited to submit papers for consideration by the Conference. The template for the papers is available from the SARL Secretary at secretary@sarl.org.za. 

The conference is made up of Committee 2, dealing with finances; Committee 3, which looks after general administration and organization matters; Committee 4, which deals with HF matters; Committee 5, which deals with VHF/UHF and Microwave matters; Committee 7, which deals with Electromagnetic Compatibility matters; and Committee 8, which is the Youth. There are also several Working Groups: Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF), Amateur Radio Space Experiment (ARSPEX), High-Speed Telegraphy (HST), Emergency Communications, the Political Relations Committee (PRC), the Spectrum and Regulatory Liaison Committee (SRLC), Support to the Amateur Service (STARS), and the programme for Disabled Radio Amateurs (PDRA).

CONTEST NEWS

Next weekend you can participate in the Africa FT4 DX Contest and the ZS4 QSO Party. The Africa FT4 contest runs from 15:00 to 18:00 UTC on Saturday 11 April with activity on 80, 40 and 20 m. The aim of this contest is to promote digital DX activity in Africa and give you a chance to work stations in Africa for your All Africa Award. Get the rules in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

The ZS4 QSO Party is a fun activity to promote contacts between radio amateurs in the Free State and radio amateurs in Southern African countries. The aim for stations outside ZS4 is to work as many ZS4 stations as possible! The contest runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC on Sunday 12 April with CW and phone activity on 40 m. Work the ZS4 stations for your WAZS award. Get all the rules in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low to moderate levels during the week. There are currently 11 sunspot regions with simple to slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low to moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 86.
The 30 to 10 m bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun.
Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

6 April – Family Day
7 April – World Health Day
8 April – Provincial Schools open
11 April – the SARL Technical Symposium and the Africa FT4 Contest
12 April – the ZS4 QSO Party
17 April – the May RAE Registration Closes
18 April – World Amateur Radio Day.

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

On Wednesday 1 April 2026, the SARL Secretary uploaded the following documents to the SARL website - the 2026 SARL National Convention Booklet, the Annual Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2025 (Motion 1 in the AGM Booklet) and the SARL Online Voting for Councillors. The link for the proxy form has also been activated. When you go to https://mysarl.org.za/ you will see AGM (click there to get the above documents) and Election (where you cast your vote for the Council vacancies). Thank you to the 102 members who have already cast their votes.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.   

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.   

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.  
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
