SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH]

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on Echolink and Allstar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin can be downloaded from https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/ 
 
In the news today:

THE OFFICE AT THE NARC CLOSED

WEBSITE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE: 29 APRIL 2026

and

THE 2026 SARL AGM – ONE WEEK TO GO 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 

THE OFFICE AT THE NARC CLOSED

The office at the National Amateur Radio Centre will be closed from Tuesday 28 April to Thursday 30 April. Kelley will be back in the office on Monday 3 May.

WEBSITE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE: 29 APRIL 2026

Please note that from 08:00 – 17:00 CAT on Wednesday 29 April 2026, the SARL website, SA-QSL system, SARL forum and the contest log upload system will undergo scheduled maintenance. This will be the first phase of two scheduled maintenance timeframes. Please note that the website and systems might be unavailable for use during the scheduled maintenance timeframe. The SARL website, SA-QSL system, SARL forum and the voting system will undergo further maintenance early in May 2026.

THE 2026 SARL AGM – ONE WEEK TO GO 

The election for councillors closed at midnight on Friday 24 April 2026. Thank you to the 333 members who cast their votes! 333 out of 1 480! The result of the election will be made known at the AGM by the ballot and election team.

Bookings for the Friday evening function and the Awards Dinner also closed on Friday, the PEARS team need to inform the caterers for their planning.

You can still register for the AGM if you are attending in person or following via the video platform. The members attending the AGM will receive a goody bag and stand a chance to win a HF radio. You must be at the AGM when the draw takes place.

If you are attending online or cannot attend, submit your proxy form by midnight on Wednesday 29 April 2026. The link for the video platform will be sent out closer to the AGM. 

To all members travelling to the Willows, travel safely and see you on Friday 1 May.

You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League.

CLUB NEWS

The Power Hour Tech Talk on the 160m Top Band. This coming Wednesday evening 29 April at 19:00 CAT our special guest, Phillip ZS6PVT, will guide us on how we can work the 160m Top Band and prepare for the upcoming Top Band contest with details of various antennas and technical tips that will help us to work the 160m band and earn our Top Band certificates.

If you think your home is too small for a 160 m half-wave dipole, you should join the conversation as Phillip will share several options tailored for smaller spaces. Discover new techniques to energise your operation and make use of those wire scraps you have been saving for just such an occasion. If you are already a Top Band guru, please join us to share your knowledge and experience.

Not only will you be empowered to work the Top Band, but you will also have sufficient time to prepare for the Top Band contest that runs from Thursday 4 June to Sunday 7 June. During this four-day window, 1.850 MHz will be a great place to meet, greet and QSO after sunset to log contacts for your Top Band certificate.

Get your pens ready for the Zoom details as the Power Hour Tech Talk will take place on Zoom for the full visual experience. It will also be broadcast on Echolink ZS6STN-R and the interconnected repeater network. The Zoom Meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the Passcode is 304951.

The tech talks are for everyone, so please pass on the invitation and prepare your questions and insights for the knowledge-sharing session to be hosted by our special guest Phillip, ZS6PVT, this coming Wednesday evening 29 April at 19:00 CAT.

CONTEST NEWS

The aim of the AWA Valve SSB QSO party is to create activity on the 40 and 80 m
bands. It is a phone only contest using SSB. Preferably, valve radios or radios with
valves in them should be used. No linear amplifiers may be used. The QSO Party runs from 13:00 to 17:00 UTC on Sunday 3 May.

The exchange is your call sign, a RS report, a consecutive serial numbers starting at 001 and the type of radio you are using. Submit your log sheet by 21:00 CAT on Friday 8 May to
andyzs6ady@vodamail.co.za. Find the rules in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

The West Rand ARC reports that 18 logs were received for the first leg of the Africa FT4 DX Contest held on 11 April 2026. 16 logs were received from operators within African DXCC entities and the other 2 from non-African entities. 

African Entities
1st John Green, A2NEW - 260 points
2nd Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS - 191 points
3rd Johann Bezuidenhoudt, ZS6JBZ - 186 points

Non-African Entities
1st Mr Zhao, BG5BAA - 12 points (China)
2nd Wil Wilfred, FR4AW - 4 points (Reunion Island)

The results of the 2026 Africa All Mode International DX Contest have been released but are somewhat confusing.

1st the Bavarian Contest Club – 1, DR1A – 119 367 points
2nd the Bavarian Contest Club – 2, DA2X – 26 980 points
3rd Yannick, DL6RY – 17 340 points

The results of both contests can be found in HF Happenings 1193.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity for the week is expected to be at very low to moderate levels. There are currently 4 sunspot regions with slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low to moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 52. The 10 to 30 m bands may, in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

Finally, a diary of some upcoming events:

[bookmark: _Hlk227954543]27 April – Freedom Day and Morse Day 
29 April – the closing date for AGM proxies 
30 April – ISS contact season ends   
1 May – Worker’s Day and the SARL National Convention in Port Elizabeth
2 May – the SARL AGM and Awards Dinner in Port Elizabeth
3 May – the AWA SSB Phone competition
6 and 7 May – the Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower

To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story:

Please note that from 08:00 – 17:00 CAT on Wednesday 29 April 2026, the SARL website, SA-QSL system, SARL forum and the contest log upload system will undergo scheduled maintenance. This will be the first phase of two scheduled maintenance timeframes.

This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

Join us every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today. The programme is broadcast on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and relayed on 7 115 kHz LSB by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 10:00 CAT. Cape Town listeners can tune in at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. Andy, ZS6ADY, provides a rebroadcast on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.   

We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.  
 
You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proofread by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by ..........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.
