SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 19 APRIL 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively. These broadcasts are available on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters across the country. Johan, ZS6JPL, relays the bulletin on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511. Audio bulletins are available at https://sarlnews.podbean.com/. You can find the text version at https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/.

In the news today:

THE ZS POTA / ZSFF ACTIVATION DAY – TAKING PLACE TODAY

THE 2026 SARL AGM – SCHEDULED FOR 2 MAY 2026

and

CLUB AND CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other news items.

We begin this bulletin with news of a silent key. 

The Hibiscus Coast ARC sadly reports that the key of Brian Best, ZS5SB, went silent on 13 April 2026. Brian resided at the Umdoni Retirement Village in Pennington. Brian was a long-standing club member and served as Secretary for several years. Despite suffering from poor health recently, he remained a valued part of the community and will be missed by all.
We extend our sympathy to his wife Connie, his family and his friends.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.

THE ZS POTA / ZSFF ACTIVATION DAY – TODAY   

The Hibiscus Coast ARC, ZS5HAC, is hosting a POTA / ZSFF activation today, Sunday 19 April, as part of their bi-monthly activities. ZS5HAC will be activating five parks with nine operators in teams of three.   

Let us make 19 April a ZS POTA / ZSFF Activation Day in South Africa. We encourage activity on all bands and modes by activating a park on the air or a Fauna and Flora site. Most importantly — let us have fun! There are 124 registered POTA parks in South Africa, plus many ZSFF-qualifying parks (https://zsfaunaandflora.wordpress.com/). If you have a suitable park nearby that is not yet registered, please contact Rudi, ZS2M for POTA and Dennis, ZS4BS for ZSFF. They will gladly assist. A park can have both a POTA and a ZSFF number. Spread the word, activate where you are and let us get on the air!     

WELL-DONE, TEAM AFRICA   

Raoul, ZS1C, reports that the results for the RSGB Commonwealth Contest, held on 14 and 15 March, have been released. He says, “As part of Team Africa, I am proud to report that we placed third worldwide. I achieved the highest score for Region 1 outside of the UK, placing seventh overall. Congratulations to our Team Africa members and all the winners. To Australia, the overall winners: congratulations!   

I have been elected to join the RSGB's Evans Committee to promote the contest in South Africa. I hope to encourage more Morse Code operators to get back on the air and prepare for next year's Commonwealth Contest. Starting in 1931, it is one of the oldest Morse Code contests with a long and colourful history.”   

THE 2026 SARL AGM – 2 MAY 2026   

There seems to be some confusion among members about the AGM process.   

Firstly, we have the elections for councillors. There are five vacancies on Council with eight nominations. Voting opened at 00:01 CAT on Thursday 2 April and will close at 23:59 CAT on Friday 24 April 2026. The Election Form is available on the AGM page at mysarl. To date, 247 members (16.79%) have cast their votes. Thank you!   

Then there is the registration for the AGM. If you are attending the AGM in person or following via the video platform, you need to register. We need to prepare the goody bags for those coming to the Willows. You also need a link for the video platform. There are 40 members attending the AGM at the Willows. There is a lucky draw for an HF Radio at the AGM. You must be present to participate.   

Thirdly, the proxies. If you are attending online or cannot attend, submit your proxy form. Voting on all motions will take place at the AGM by the members physically present. The Proxy Form is available online on the AGM page at mysarl. We have received 162 proxies to date. Two of the motions require a quorum of 15%, or 220 members, present at the meeting or represented by proxy.   

Then, for those asking about the invoices for membership fees, you will have to wait until after the voting on Motion 2026-03 on 2 May. Thereafter, the invoicing process can start.   

This is your AGM. Register for the meeting or submit your proxy and cast your vote for the councillors. Do it now!

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.    

PICO BALLOON NEWS  

A brief update on South Africa’s Pico Balloons as of Friday 17 April 2026. ZS1AFB-1 is currently the only South African pico balloon still aloft. After 100 days and 238 000 km, it completed its sixth lap of the earth on 13 April. This morning, Friday 17 April, it began its journey across the Pacific Ocean to start its seventh lap.   

CLUB NEWS   

The Power Hour Tech Talk date is approaching. Have you diarized Wednesday 29 April at 19:00 CAT? If not, now is the time to do so. Our special guest, Phillip ZS6PVT, will guide us on working the 160 m Top Band. This session will help prepare us for the upcoming Top Band contest. Join us for antenna ideas and technical tips to help you work the band and earn your Top Band certificate.   

If you think your home is too small for a 160 m half-wave dipole, you should join the conversation. Phillip will share several options tailored for smaller spaces. Discover new techniques to energise your operation and make use of those wire scraps you have been saving. If you are already a Top Band guru, please join us to share your experience.   

As a reminder, the next Top Band contest runs from Thursday 4 June to Sunday 7 June. During this four-day window, 1.850 MHz will be a great place to meet and log contacts for your Top Band certificate during the on-air social after sunset.   

The Power Hour Tech Talk will take place on Zoom for the full visual experience. It will also be broadcast on Echolink ZS6STN-R and the interconnected repeater network. The Zoom Meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the Passcode is 304951.   These talks are for everyone, so please pass on the invite. Prepare your questions for the knowledge-sharing session with Phillip, ZS6PVT, on Wednesday 29 April at 19:00 CAT.

CONTEST NEWS   

Sixteen logs were received for the first leg of the SARL 80 m QSO Party held on Thursday 2 April. The Durban Amateur Radio Club hosted this event.   

1st Dave du Toit, ZS6DDT – 370 points 
2nd Daniel Hubbard, ZS5JR – 310 points 
3rd Kobus Botha, ZS6KOB – 300 points   

Twenty-seven logs were received for the Autumn leg of the SARL QRP Contest held on Saturday 4 April 2026. No CW logs were received. Thank you for participating and submitting your logs. Congratulations to the top scorers in each category. You can find the 2026 Year-To-Date Leaderboard at http://www.zs6stn.org.za.   

QRP Leg 2 Mode Pro - Phone 
1st Graham, ZS6GL – 105,71 points 
2nd Phillip, ZS6FY – 102,12 points 
3rd Phillip, ZS6PVT – 82,11 points  

QRP Leg 2 Chaser Pro 
1st Martin, V51MJ – 51,14 points 
2nd Charles, ZS1CF – 32,04 points 
3rd Trevor, ZS1PIG – 11,00 points     

The full results of both contests will be published in HF Happenings 1193 this coming week.   

PROPAGATION REPORT   

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to remain very low this week. Three sunspot regions with simple magnetic configurations are currently visible. There is a low-to-moderate probability for C-class flares and a low probability for M-class flares. For those doing personal frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week is 52. The 30 to 10 m bands may provide good DX fun, especially in the late afternoons. Visit spaceweather.sansa.org.za for more information.  

DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS   

Today – the ZS POTA / ZSFF Activation Day 
22 and 23 April – Lyrids Meteor Shower 
24 April – the closing date for Councillor voting 
25 April – Marconi Day and the SARL Saturday 40 m Club Contest 
27 April – Freedom Day and Morse Day 
29 April – the closing date for AGM proxies 
30 April – ISS contact season ends   

To conclude our bulletin, here is a recap of our main news story:   

The Hibiscus Coast ARC, ZS5HAC, is hosting a POTA / ZSFF activation today, Sunday 19 April, as part of their bi-monthly activities. ZS5HAC will activate five parks with nine operators in teams of three.   

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.   

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

Join us every Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today. The programme is broadcast on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and relayed on 7 115 kHz LSB by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and 10:00 CAT. Cape Town listeners can tune in at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with an EchoLink relay to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. Andy, ZS6ADY, provides a rebroadcast on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.   

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

You have listened to a news bulletin written by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by ...........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

