SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 12 APRIL 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively, on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from https://sarlnews.podbean.com/ while the text bulletin is available at https://mysarl.org.za/sarl-news/. 

In the news today:

THE ZS4 QSO PARTY THIS AFTERNOON

THE 2026 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION

and

WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY AND POTA/ZSFF ACTIVITY DAY

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

We start this bulletin with news of a Silent Key

The Office at the NARC has been informed that Dr Johannes Venter, ZS6HVN passed away on Sunday 1 December 2024.

PAUSE

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.

THE ZS4 QSO PARTY THIS AFTERNOON

The ZS4 QSO Party is a fun activity to promote contacts between radio amateurs in the Free State and radio amateurs in Southern African countries. The aim for stations outside ZS4 is to work as many ZS4 stations as possible! The contest runs from 14:00 to 15:00 UTC this afternoon with CW and phone activity on 40 m. Work the ZS4 stations for your WAZS award. Get all the rules in the 2026 SARL Contest Manual.

RADIO AMATEUR EXAM NEWS

The closing date for entries for the May RAE is at midnight on Friday 17 April. The RAE team has indicated that no late entries will be accepted. All required documentation must be in PDF format. If you still wish to enter, go to mysarl.org.za and follow the link to RAE to enrol online. The exam will be written on Saturday 16 May 2026

THE 2026 SARL AGM – 2 MAY 2026

At 09:00 CAT on Saturday 2 May 2026, we will need 147 SARL members present at the Willows Conference Centre – in person or represented by proxy, before the meeting can start. Less than 147 members represented, there will be no AGM. The AGM is a face-to-face meeting with internet streaming. Voting on the motions will take place during the AGM.

A quorum shall consist of not less than ten (10) percent of the total number of League members entitled to vote, whether present at the meeting or represented by proxy. There are 1 471 SARL members eligible to vote. A quorum for any motion to be considered for the amendment of the Constitution and/or the Rules of the League, shall consist of not less than fifteen (15) percent of the total number of League members entitled to vote, whether present at the meeting or represented by proxy. 15% = 220 members for voting on Motions 5 and 6.

AGM Registration:   If you are attending in person or want to follow on the streaming channel, you need to register for the SARL National Convention at mysarl. We have received 29 registrations to attend at AGM in person, 8 of those are Councillors! Where are the Eastern Cape amateurs – PEARS, Border Radio Club and the Cape Coast Radio Club? If you want to view the AGM online, you need the link to the video platform!  Register, then submit your proxy vote. No online voting. Those attending in person will receive a goody bag and take part in a lucky draw for a HF radio.

Appointment of Proxy:  If you are attending online or cannot attend at all, submit your proxy vote. We have received 36 proxies to date. The Proxy Form is available online on the AGM page at mysarl. Election of the Council:  There are five (5) vacancies on Council with eight (8) nominations to fill the vacancies. Voting opened at 00:01 CAT on Thursday 2 April and will close at 23:59 CAT on Friday 24 April 2026. The link to the Council election page is at mysarl. To date 182 members have cast their vote = ZS1 – 55; ZS2 – 24; ZS3 – 6; ZS4 – 8; ZS5 - 9 and ZS6 – 80.

This is your AGM, so register for the AGM or submit your proxy and cast your vote for the councillors. Do it now!

A BRIEF UPDATE ON SOUTH AFRICA’S PICO BALLOONS

As of Friday 10 April 2026, ZS1AFB-1 is currently the sole South African pico balloon still aloft, caused a bit of a stir yesterday, as nothing had been heard for more than 40 hrs! However, the silence was broken at 22:38 with spots reported by no less than 10 stations! It is currently mid-Pacific en route to South Africa in its sixth lap of the earth and has covered 216 000 km over 93 days.

You are listening to a news broadcast by the South African Radio League.

WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY – 18 APRIL 2026

World Amateur Radio Day, held on April 18 each year, is celebrated worldwide by radio amateurs and their national associations which are organized as member-societies of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU). It was on this day in 1925 that the IARU was formed in Paris. ARRL co-founder Hiram Percy Maxim was its first president.

The IARU is very pleased to announce the theme of: “Advancing the Spirit of Amateur Radio Through Innovation.” In celebration of this event ZT4T, operated by Jan, ZS4JAN will be active on 40 and 80 m as the weather permits. QSL via the SA-QSL platform, a direct special event QSL card is available on request. QSL cards will also be handed over at the SARL National Convention in Port Elizabeth.

ZS POTA / ZSFF ACTIVATION DAY – 19 APRIL 2026

The Hibiscus Coast ARC, ZS5HAC will be hosting a POTA / ZSFF activation on Saturday 19 April, as part of our bi-monthly club activities. ZS5HAC will be activating five parks with nine operators in teams of three.

Let us make 19 April a ZS POTA / ZSFF Activation Day in South Africa with activity on all bands and all modes activating a park on the air and/or a Fauna and Flora site. Most importantly — let us have fun! There are 124 registered POTA parks in South Africa, plus many ZSFF-qualifying parks (https://zsfaunaandflora.wordpress.com/.) If you have a suitable park near you that is not registered yet, please contact Rudi, ZS2M for POTA and Dennis, ZS4BS for ZSFF. They will gladly assist with registration. A park can have a POTA and a ZSFF number. Spread the word, activate where you are and let us get on the air!

THE TOP BAND ON THE POWER HOUR TECH TALK

Do you think you cannot work the 160 m band and will never earn your Top Band certificate? Well, our special guest, Phillip, ZS6PVT is going to show you exactly how to prepare for the Top Band contest and work the 160m band, even from a compromised location.

The next Top Band contest starts on Thursday 4 June and runs through to Sunday 7 June. During this four-day window, 1,850 MHz or thereabouts, will be a great place to meet, greet and rack up the contacts for your Top Band certificate during the on-air social that takes place once the sun disappears below the horizon.

Join the Power Hour Tech Talk to discover great ideas for antennas and techniques that will motivate energise and empower you to work the 160 m band and at the same time help make use of some of those scraps of wire you have been saving for that special occasion. The Power Hour Tech Talk will take place on Zoom for the full visual experience and will also be broadcast on Echolink ZS6STN-R and the interconnected repeater network.

For those that have their pens ready, the Zoom Meeting ID is 853 0134 3276 and the Zoom Passcode is 304951. The invitation is open to all so please pass it on, get your questions ready and diarise to join the conversation on Wednesday 29 April at 19:h00 CAT with Phillip, ZS6PVT.

CLUB NEWS

Saturday 4 April was the PARC's first flea market at the Club’s new venue. The new venue boasts a small restaurant, padel courts and a shady outdoor area, perfect for the non-radio family members. Plenty of space for field operations and a fully equipped training centre for aspiring RAE students with online facilities to boot. Visit www.parc.org.za for more information.

HF PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low levels during the week. There are currently 5 sunspot regions with simple to slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low to moderate probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 17. The 30 to 10 m bands may provide some good DX fun especially in the late afternoons. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

THE DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Today – the ZS4 QSO Party
16 April – the SARL March Equinox 6 m DX Challenge ends
17 April – closing date for May RAE registrations
18 April – World Amateur Radio Day
19 April – the ZS POTA / ZSFF Activation Day
22 and 23 - Lyrids Meteor Shower 
24 April – closing date for voting for Councillors
25 April – Marconi Day and the SARL Saturday 40 m Club Contest
27 April – Freedom Day and Morse Day
29 April – closing date for AGM proxies
30 April – the ISS contact season ends

To conclude our bulletin, here is a recap of our main news story:

At 09:00 CAT on Saturday 2 May 2026, we will need 147 SARL members present at the Willows Conference Centre – in person or represented by proxy before the meeting can start. Less than 147 members present, there will be no AGM. So, register to attend the AGM or submit your proxy now!

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.

We invite Clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at https://mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.

You have listened to a news bulletin written by Hannes Enslin, ZS6JDE, proofread by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by ...........................

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

