SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 29 MARCH 2026

Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African Radio League, read by ................ [your name, call sign and QTH] on behalf of ZS6SRL.

The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively, on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is relayed on EchoLink and AllStar Node 53511 by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded from sarlnews.podbean.com while the text bulletin is available at mysarl.org.za/sarl-news.

In the news today:

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 2026 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION?

EME ON 23 CM WITH A SOLAR COOKER

and

CONTEST NEWS

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items.

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE 2026 SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION?

Registration for the 2026 SARL National Convention has been open for some time. Have you registered? If you wish to follow the AGM on the virtual platform, you must register to receive the access link. If you are attending in person, registration is essential so we can account for the number of gift bags required. Visit the SARL website and click on "AGM" to access the registration form. The 2026 SARL National Convention Booklet and the electronic proxy form will be made available on Thursday, 2 April 2026.

ELECTION OF THE COUNCIL

Rule 16.11 states that councillors elected at an AGM shall hold office for a period of no longer than two years but will be eligible for re-election after that period. At the end of every year of office subsequent to this amendment, 50% of the elected councillors shall stand down alternately, but may stand for re-election.

Therefore, at the 2026 Annual General Meeting in Port Elizabeth on Saturday 2 May, five Councillors will stand down. On 31 January 2026, the SARL Secretary received eight nominations for the five vacancies and Rule 16.6 comes into play. All SARL Members who are eligible to vote must vote for five of the eight candidates. Voting will open at 00:01 CAT on Thursday 2 April and close at 23:59 CAT on Friday 24 April 2026.

The link to the Council election page can be found on the AGM page on the MySARL webpage. Fill in your call sign and your email address and click on ‘Send OTP.’ The system will send you a one-time password (OTP) which you enter on the page; you will then be taken to the election page. Select a maximum of five (5) of the names you would like to serve on Council and submit your vote.

EME ON 23 CM WITH A SOLAR COOKER

EME, Earth-Moon-Earth or "moon bounce" communication as it is known by its other names, has a long history in Amateur Radio but, for many decades, required large, expensive antenna arrays. At the SARL National Technical Symposium on Saturday 11 April, Derek Gravett, ZS5Y, will introduce a simple, easy way to participate using a modified solar cooker as the antenna.   

Also at the symposium, Brian Jacobs, National Director of SARL Hamnet, will discuss technology that provides effective emergency communication. “It is all about using the best technology available and having a Plan B for when technology fails. As ‘Communication Specialists,’ we provide what works best and have a whole bag of tricks that we can fall back on when needed. Gone are the days of the Bakkie and Baofeng brigade.” He will discuss the latest technology available to radio amateurs and Hamnet.   

These are two of the many interesting topics on the agenda—topics that will take your amateur radio experience to a new level. The SARL National Technical Symposium will be presented virtually on the AMSAT SA video conference platform and simulcast on Quebec-OSCAR 100. Free registration is now open. The full programme and the registration link are published on www.amsatsa.org.za and www.mysarl.org.za. Register now.

You are listening to a new bulletin of the South African Radio League.

THE 14TH ANNUAL YOUNGSTERS ON THE AIR SUMMER CAMP

The IARU Region 1 Youth Committee, together with the Österreichischer Versuchssenderverband (ÖVSV), is pleased to announce the 14th annual Youngsters On The Air (YOTA) Summer Camp, this time in Austria. As announced during the closing ceremony of the 13th YOTA Summer Camp in Jambville, France, the event will take place in Wagrain, Austria, from 25 July to 1 August 2026.   

Once again, we look forward to welcoming motivated youngsters from across IARU Region 1, together with guest teams from Regions 2 and 3, for a week of international friendship, learning and amateur radio activities. Each team may consist of one team leader (aged 18–30) and up to four team members (aged 15–25). The deadline for submitting the preliminary application is at 00:00 UTC on Friday 1 May 2026. The deadline for the nomination of participants is at 00:00 UTC, Sunday 24 May 2026.   

Are you between 15 and 25? Would you like to represent South Africa at the 14th Youngsters On The Air Summer Camp in Austria? Contact Guy Eales, ZS6GUY, at guyeales.ge@gmail.com so that the process can be started.

THE VOORTREKKER WATER CAMP

The annual SPD Water Camp of the Voortrekkers will take place from 28 March to 2 April at the Vaal Dam near Oranjeville. During the camp, Gerhard, ZS6CRS, will operate an amateur station with the ZS6VTS call sign. Transmissions will take place between 09:00 and 10:00 and then again from 15:30 to 16:30, on the 40-metre band.

CLUB NEWS

The Pretoria Flea Market will be held on Saturday 4 April at 16 Catherine Street, Shere, in Pretoria East. Sellers can set up from 09:00 and business starts at 10:00. Contact Almero, ZS6LDP, on mobile 083 938 8955 or email almerodps@gmail.com to book your table.

CONTEST NEWS

The Durban Amateur Radio Club invites you to participate in the first leg of the popular SARL 80 m QSO Party from 17:00 to 20:00 UTC on Thursday 2 April. The exchange is an RS report, your name and your call sign. You score 10 points for every contact with a South African station and 15 points for every contact with a station outside South Africa. Submit your log in MS Excel format ONLY by 21:59 UTC on Tuesday 14 April by email to zs5durbanarc@gmail.com. The rules can be found in the SARL Contest Manual.   

Get ready for round two of the SARL QRP contest! The Autumn leg of the QRP contest is imminent and we would really like you to participate, irrespective of whether you love or hate QRP. Yes, we know there are some non-QRP fans out there and that is okay—you can run QRO, we do not mind. The QRP contest is for everyone and you may even be pleasantly surprised if you tweak your power down. This upcoming Easter weekend, from 13:30 to 15:30 UTC on Saturday 4 April, will be your opportunity to do an "Easter hunt" with a difference - to seek those Easter signals hiding somewhere on the bands. Switch on in the shack, a local park, or your favourite outdoor spot. Why not take along the family, a buddy, or an Easter egg or two to sweeten the experience? What an opportunity: a long weekend and the Autumn QRP contest.   

A reminder that you can operate on any or all the 40, 20 and 10 m bands using phone and CW and that power levels can be adjusted on the fly. QSOs at 10 W or below are eligible for the QRP awards and those above 10 W for the Chaser awards. The exchange is an RS or RST report, your 6-character grid square and your transmit power. The contest is also a great way to make friends, so while you can stay incognito, why not be bold and go a step further? Exchange names and an Easter wish. It is also worth remembering that to get your name on the honour scroll, you will need to submit your logbook after the event, preferably together with an awesome photograph of both you and your station in action. That is it, folks: Easter is nearly upon us, as is the Autumn leg of the QRP contest.   

The results for the first leg of the 2026 National Field Day held on 14 and 15 March have been released. Thirty-two logs were received, including a check log. The Class A Field station was as popular as ever and the Class G home station had 15 entries. Unfortunately, no CW QSOs were logged; on the SSB side, 1 174 SSB QSOs were made. The full set of results can be found in HF Happenings 1190.   

Class A - Field Station, Multi-operator 
1st: Sandton ARC, ZS6STN – 184,658 points 
2nd: West Rand ARC, ZS6WR – 158,978 points   

Class B - Field Station, Multi-operator, QRP 
1st: Sasolburg ARC, ZS4SRK – 68,040 points   

Class C - Field Station, Single Operator 
1st: Anthony, ZS6ANT – 28,224 points 
2nd: Patrick, ZR6PE – 19,706 points   

Class D - Field Station, Single Operator, QRP 
1st: Johan, ZS2KP – 18,194 points   

Class E - Ultra-Light Portable Field Station 
1st: Phillip, ZS6FY – 85,170 points   

Class G - General Stations 
1st: Dave, ZS6DDT – 672 points 
2nd: Jack, ZS6JJK – 376 points   

Thirty-one log sheets were received from nine different clubs for the SARL Saturday 20 m Club contest that was held on 21 March 2026. The results are as follows:   

1st the West Rand ARC, ZS6WR – 239 points 
2nd The Northern Cape ARC, ZS3NC – 91 points 
3rd Hibiscus Coast ARC, ZS5HAC – 63 points

Individual Results 
1st Phillip, ZS6PVT – 36 points 
2nd Danie, ZS6DPS – 32 points 
3rd Kobus, ZS6KOB – 31 points   

PROPAGATION REPORT

Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low levels during the week. There are currently 7 sunspot regions with simple to slightly complex magnetic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low probability for M-class solar flares. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 102. The 30 to 10 m bands may, especially in the late afternoons, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information.

The diary of upcoming events

Today – the CQ WW WPX SSB contest and the All-Africa DX Contest 
2 to 5 April – the Sandstone Cosmos Festival 
2 April – the 2026 National Convention Booklet release and the SARL 80 m QSO Party 
3 April – Good Friday 
4 April – the Pretoria Boot Sale and the SARL QRP Contest 
5 April – Easter Sunday 
11 April – the SARL Technical Symposium and the Africa FT4 Contest

To conclude our bulletin, here is a recap of our main news story:   

Registration for the 2026 SARL National Convention has been open for some time. Have you registered? If you want to follow the AGM on the virtual platform, you need to register to get the link to the platform. And if you are attending in person, you need to register so that we know how many gift bags we need. Visit the SARL website and click on AGM to get the registration form. The 2026 SARL National Convention Booklet and the electronic proxy form will be made available on Thursday 2 April 2026.   

This concludes our bulletin for this morning.   

We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans where possible, by uploading the news item at mysarl.org.za/news-inbox/ or by sending items to news@sarl.org.za no later than Friday morning preceding the bulletin date.   

You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio programme Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and is relayed on 7 115 kHz lower sideband by Louie, ZR4DJL. In Bloemfontein, you can listen on the 145,7625 MHz repeater at 08:15 and at 10:00 CAT. In Cape Town, you can listen at 10:30 CAT on the 145,700 MHz repeater, with EchoLink to ZS1DCC-R by Dave, ZS1DFR. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz.   

We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions. Please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za.   

You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Kevern Burger, ZR2BK, proofread by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by ...........................   

From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead.

Thank you for listening. 

