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From the President

It is indeed an honour to be elected the President
of the SARL. As | said at the AGM gala dinner |
have some big shoes to fit into. As you all know,
the Council was reduced from 15 members to 10
members. To the ex-Councillors, | would like to
thank you all for the time and effort you put into
your respective portfolios. A special welcome to
Nico van Rensburg ZS6QL who joins Council for
the first time.

I  would Ilike to congratulate Magalies
Amateurradio Klub for hosting a very successful
National Convention and Gala evening. | am sure
you would all like to join me in congratulating
Magalies on their “Golden Anniversary” and to
wish them everything of the best for the coming
years.

At the strategic session held in February, Council
looked at what our mission and objectives should
be for the next 5 years.

Mission statement:- As the National Body for
amateur radio, to represent the interests of South
African radio amateurs nationally and
internationally — to grow and expand amateur ra-
dio as the most rewarding and admired technical
and scientific hobby by contributing to the
science, technology, engineering and mathemati-
cal (STEM) initiatives of South Africa.

Objectives:-

To develop a greater interest in innovations in the
field of radio communications and present
programmes to facilitate members’
participation.

To simulate and create platforms for the
participation of radio amateurs and in
particularly young people in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) related activities through technical
projects and experimentation.

To lobby all levels of government for greater
support to the SARL in its STEM initiatives and
technology innovation programmes.

To encourage retired people to remain actively
involved in the pursuit of amateur radio
activities and share their passion and exper-
tise with the younger generation.

South African Radio League
NEWSLETTER

May 2014

To grow the pool of radio amateurs and
membership of the National Body, The South
African Radio League and to expand services
and benefits to its members.

To provide and assist with Emergency
Communications at any time during global and
national disasters like floods, tsunamis, sea
rescue, fires and earthquakes.

The RTA (Radio Technology in Action) symposi-
ums are about to start with the first one in Durban
on the 21st June 2014. This is an appeal for all
amateurs to attend these sessions that are held in
their area. The topics are very interesting and
beneficial for experienced and the less
experienced. If you know of someone who is
interested in becoming a ham, bring them along so
that they can get some insight into the world of
amateur radio.

ICASA has granted us a 5 MHz license until 31
October 2015. Please support this initiative by
sending in propagation reports. There is a link
that has been posted on the website (home page)/
forum explaining how to setup the software for
monitoring the KARTS beacon.
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PAYMENT OF SARL FEES IN INSTALMENTS

SARL Annual subscription fees can be paid in
instalments provided that the full amount is paid by
31 August 2014.

Ordinary members

4 instalments of R110 for Ordinary members
Payable in May/June/July and August
Senior Members

4 instalments of R60

Payable in May/June/July and August
President’s fund

Members who through circumstances beyond
their control are not able to pay the annual fees
may apply to the President’s fund for assistance.

Each case is treated confidentially and on personal
merit. Applicants applying for assistance will have
to submit full details to the President, Geoff Levey
ZS6C.

FEE STRUCTURE FOR 2014/2015.

Full year - 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015

Ordinary member R430

Senior member(Retired person over 65) R240

Spouse member R150

Students (Members under 18 or
students under 25 with valid

student card) R75

Overseas member (Licensed or
non-licensed resident outside
South Africa)

Affiliated Club Member (Club or
organisation wishing to affiliate with
the SARL)

R430

R 50

Shortwave Listener R150

SADC Membership ( Must be a
members of the local society to
qualify)

Subscription printed copy of Radio ZS R150

R 50

Membership of the South African Radio League is
subject to the application being approved by the
SARL Council

Membership includes the use of the QSL Bureau and
subscription to the electronic version of Radio ZS (six
editions). The weekly SARL News is available free to
members by email (on request). A printed copy of
Radio ZS is available at an additional subscription of
R150 per annum, July 2014 - June 2015

SADC Membership is only open to radio amateurs
who are members of their national amateur radio
society in the SADC country where they reside.
SADC membership is limited to all electronic facilities
available to ordinary members including download of
electronic Radio ZS and the free weekly SARLNEWS
service.

Membership is automatically renewed annually upon
approval by the SARL Council. Members are
responsible for the membership fee
unless they give the SARL one month notice
before 30 June if they do not wish to continue their
membership the following year.

Repeater News

The newly established VHF/UHF/Microwave
committee is hard at work at getting repeater and
VHF beacon records updated throughout the
country. The group has already convened their first
meeting by telephone conferencing. The aim is to get
an updated pool of repeater and beacon data and to
work with ZS1TAF to publish all this information via a
link on Google maps. This will enable members to
download a map indicating all repeater locations onto
their PC, laptop, tablet or smart phone when on the
move. With a click on specific repeater, information
such as frequencies, off set, CTCSS tone and mode
will be displayed. This will be an ideal tool for locals
and visitors from abroad to identify repeaters in their
immediate area when travelling in SA.

Please assist the VHF/UHF/Microwave committee by
checking and updating of your repeater or beacon
details on the SARL web page at http://
www.sarl.org.za/public/local/Unmanned.asp.

Members of the SARL VHF/UHF/Microwave Group
are:

Convener:
Rassie Erasmus ZS1YT

Members:
Frik Wolff ZS6FZ
Nico van Rensburg ZS6QL

Correspondences to the group should be addressed
to vhf@sarl.org.za ( it reaches all three members of
the group)



ICASA AWARDS LONG TERM 5 MHz
LICENSE TO THE SARL

Almost a year ago the South African Radio League
obtained a license from ICASA to do propagation
search on 5 250 and 5 260 kHz to support the
World Radio Conference (WRC15) agenda item
1.4 which will consider a possible new allocation
to the amateur service on a secondary basis within
the band 5 250 — 5 450 kHz. To support the
item propagation conditions, frequency sharing
studies on the impact to other services currently
allocated in the band and in the adjacent bands
will need to be carried out. Last year the SARL
submitted a proposal to the Council of ICASA for
the sponsorship of long term license The
Council granted the license to the SARL last
week. The SARL received the official license this
week which is valid to 31 October 2015.

The Council of the SARL expressed its
appreciation for the support from ICASA.

5 MHZ ACTIVITY WEEKEND

SARL members are invited to take part in a 5SMHz
activity weekend dedicated to propagation
research. The activity is focussed from 13:00 —
20:00 on each day and consists of various
activities during designated time slots. The activity
is open to all SARL members and to all radio
amateurs living permanently outside the borders of
South Africa.

The activity is devised into two segments, a
serious segment for the first 30 minutes of the hour
which comprises of listening to and logging the
beacon signals on 5250 kHz using WSPR, PSK31
and CW and during the second half hour a fun
component making as many contacts as possible
on 5260 kHz.

Participants who send in logs take part in lucky
draws for a free membership of the SARL for
2014/2015 and attractive book prizes. Even a
photograph of you operating can win you a book,
as long as the picture sent in is high resolution.

Full details are on www.sarl.org.za, select
propagation research button on the left.

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION DATES
FOR 2014
21 June Durban/KZN
23 August Johannesburg
13 September Pretoria

4 October Port Elizabeth

1 November  Cape Town.

HIGHLIGHTS Durban RTA 21 June 2014
08:00 Registration

09.00 Keynote address

Dr. Pius Owolawi, Head of Electrical Engineering
Department Mangosuthu University of Technology

09:20 Is amateur radio going anywhere?
Geoff Levey ZS6C, President SARL

09:40 Antenna Modelling with NEC2
Vincent Harrison ZS6BTY

The discussion is about antenna modelling using
computer programs.

10:40 Refreshment break

11:00 Specific example of antenna modelling as
requested by the delegates

(Send an Email to rta@sarl.org.za before 15 June
with your request)

11:15 Digital modes as applied in amateur radio —
how does it work?

Riaan Greeff ZS4PR

The presentation will describe the most often used
digital modes, easy setup and typical software. .

12:15 The SARL isolated USB Transceiver Control
Interface kit
Frik Wolff ZS6FZ

Order the kit with your RTA booking at R380 for
SARL members and R450 for non-members

13:00 Light lunch

13:45 The SARL 5 MHz Project — WSPR and early
results
Hans van de Groenendaal ZS6AKV

14:00 Smartphones/devices and amateur radio
applications
Riaan Greeff ZS4PR

The demonstration will be done on a tablet, a
smartphone and aims to highlight the simplicity of get-
ting applications that enhance amateur radio, as an
example communication via WIFI. The demonstration
will be made by use of Android operating system de-
vices.

15:00 Progress report on SA AMSAT’s cubesat
KLETSKOUS

Hans van de Groenendaal ZS6AKV

15:30 General discussion and Attendance Draw
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CONTEST DIARY

10/11 May - Antique Wireless Association Valve
QSO Party

17/18 May — 5 MHz Activity weekend
25 May — SARL Digital Contest

8 June — ZS4 Sprint

19 to 23June — Top Band QSO Party
19 July — SARL QRP Contest

3 August — SARL HF SSB Contest

9 August — SARL YL Sprint

17 August — SARL Digital Contest

31 August — SARL HF CW Contest

Full details can be found on www.sarl.org.za select
contest from the site index list.

SARL@home
Venue: SARL National Amateur Radio Centre

7 June 2014
Working with surface mount components

Presenter: Frik Wolff ZS6FZ
26 July 2014

Contesting and contesting logging using
N1MN software

Presenter: Geoff Levy ZS6C

SA AMSAT SPACE SYMPOSIUM

24 May 2014
Innovation Hub, Pretoria

SARL members enjoy discounted registration
fees. For programme and details go to
www.amsatsa.org.za

BOOKS ON AMATEUR RADIO

A selection of ARRL books are available from
the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust
bookshop. SARL members get up to 10%
discount.

More details on www.amateurradio.org.za
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