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Ham Radio

Reaching out to the world

Call us on 230 207 7575
Book onlino or Cantact your trauel agort for moro detalis
€ -cmmr:k:umv

BUSINESS : 2 PCS OF 32 KG EACH
ECONOMY : 2 PCS OF 20 KG EACH

Newsline
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B An opportunity for

people to celebrate, Amateur radio has remained a popular hobby connecting people from opposite ends of the earth together - despite the rise
honour, protectand of the internet, mobiles and instant messaging in recent years. And now a man with a lifelong passion for the avocation is
conserve the oceans trying to bring it to Seychelles.

(page2)

B Football: St Michel
beat Red Star Defence
Forces

(page4)

by W. J. May

he only difference between
Tmen and boys is the price

of their toys, as the old say-
ing goes.

Amateur radio, otherwise
known as ham radio, has been
around since the late 19th and
early 20th century. Despite its
age and the introduction of more
modern and instant technolo-
gies, it is thought there are still
around three million amateur ra-
dio operators worldwide.

The history of ham radio dates
back to the very discovery of ra-
dio waves, a time when there was
no real distinction between ama-
teur radio operators and those
using it for commercial purposes.

“Today this free-for-all no longer

Members of SARA enjoy Saturday's get-together

exists, and amateur radio enthu-
siasts are subject to much stricter
regulations. It is obligatory to
apply for licences to be able to
transmit and communicate with
other people on designated ama-
teur frequencies.

One such enthusiast is Richard
Perks, who launched the Sey-
chelles Amateur Radio Associa-
tion in December of last year.

“Since I was young, I was always
intrigued by how you can trans-
mit your voice through the air
and it ends up on the other side
of the world,” he tells TODAY.

A long career in information
and communications technology
(ICT) saw him travel all around
the world but eventually end up
back in Seychelles for retirement.

Despite its introduction many

years ago, amateur radio never
really took off in Seychelles and
the Department of ICT do not
currently issue licences for those
wishing to enjoy the hobby.

Perks travelled to Brisbane, Aus-
tralia to study for his advanced li-
cence and wants to make it easier
for other locals to get theirs with-
out having to travel abroad.

Over the last weekend, Perks
along with a number of other ham
radio enthusiasts got together on
Anse Royale beach as part of this
initiative to increase popularity
around the avocation, and also
make contact with operators in
countries as far away as Australia.

A relaxed, family affair, the bar-

ue was out and drinks were
flowing. But Perks was quick to

Continued on page 2

Reaching out to the world

Continued from page 1

point out that there are some
rules to this hobby: “you are for-
bidden to talk of politics or re-
ligion, and no hate speech, foul
language or transmitting any
music,” he warns.

Like any other hobby, the un-
derlying principle is a desire to
learn, explore and have fun.

“You are experimenting with
all these different technologies,”
Perks says with a glint in his eye.
“It is not just voice that you can
send but also data over thou-
sands and thousands of miles -
you can even bounce signals off
the moon.”

“But it also allows you to speak
with people of other nationalities
and get inside their cultures and
way of life] he continues. “The
common denominator is that

everyone is interested in experi-
menting and playing around with
radio”. Over a mere 2 days of op-
erations from Anse Royale beach
Perks and his fellow enthusiasts
managed to make a whopping 60
contacts in 20 countries,

But beneath this layer of casual
entertainment lies a darker truth.
In the case of a serious national
disaster, amateur radio operators
are often the first people on the
air calling out to other countries
to seek assistance.

Amateur radio emergency com-
munications assisted in disaster
relief activities for crises such as
the September 11 attacks in 2001,
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and
the Sichuan earthquake in 2008.

“This is part of your obligation
in the case of a national disas-

- SARA was established in
December 2018

ter, Perks declares. “If a major
hurricane were to hit Seychelles
tomorrow and take out all an-
tennas and radio towers, we are
the guys who would re-establish
comms.”

The Seychelles Amateur Radio
Association is slight in size -
there are currently 12 members
including the committee - but
is clearly driven by an altruistic
desire to help others. And after
all, from small beginnings, great
things come.

“When I got my advanced ama-
teur radio licence in Australia, 1
developed an ambition to come
back to Seychelles and give some-

wards ensuring Seychellois can
get a licence in Seychelles”
For those wanting to find out

more, visit the Seychelles Ama-
teur Radio Association Facebook
page.

What exactly is amateur ra-
dio?

Amateur radio is a popular
technical hobby and volunteer
public service that uses des-
ignated radio frequencies for
non-commercial exchange of
messages, wireless experimen-
tation, self-training, and emer-
gency communications.

The term “amateur” is used
to specify persons interested
in radio technique solely with
a personal aim and without
direct pecuniary interest, and
to differentiate it from com-
mercial broadcasting, public
safety (sunh as pohce and fire),
or p jonal two-way radio

thing back” Perks conclud

“Amateur radio is full of fun and
should be enjoyed by everyone,
so what I need to do is work to-

«-mm (such as maritime,
aviation, taxis, etc.).

How does it work?

Amateur radios use a variety
of frequencies for communi-
cations. Hams, those that use
them, are able to use many fre-
quency bands across the radio
spectrum. Hams may operate
from just above the AM broad-
cast band to the microwave
region, in the gigahertz range.
Unlike frequencies used by FM
radio stations and TV stations,
which are line-of-sight and
therefore limited to 40 or 50
miles, short-waves "bounce” off
the fonosphere from the trans-
mitter to the receiver's antenna
(the ionosphere is a layer of the
earth’s upper atmosphere). The
higher the frequency is, the
“shorter” the wavelength is.

¢ KS
Y|

e

Wdzf & k Wdzf A S

b Sph a

{ SeOKStt Sa
G SdzNJ wl

RA 2
FNRY L3

38

Y|

0SdzNJ NI} RA 2
YA2Yy® ¢KS {!

O2dz R

7 A

{ 2 dzi K

0 2-a/SNISING $ Yt iSsEN Ty pl

2y b

HaMmddp wl

i KS ONFISAINS 2 Wi Sydls wy R

!
iR
KItSeIa]d’zy F @iNJG W dzEi S Y I 1Ay3
RA
azy aaAa

8§02y RINE o

RA 2

Y {

a
w [ I
0S O
I &% A B R2 NIODNSH R SRD! |

a
K



CANBG GlFradagsS 27F ! YI GSdzNg wl-er
|

/| KNA&a D21 1T I NRZ %{wm/5D

SD G2 NRIKOY /2yy2N) wSoSF5 %{m/5wT LIEy CNKSEt
4 %{M[O9hT W2aKdzZ / NRdZOKSNE %¥%{MW./ T WSYyyl wlkL
0dzRSydia FTNRBRY GKS WwWSRRIEY |1 2dzgS ! YFGSdz2NI w
5dz2NB I y@Af ST /LIS ¢2y 3F20 GKSANI UNAI GI-éL"
NI RA2 &k GStf ApisS 22 YA ymdi KWdzy SO a6 &th &G dzRSy
2dza i L) &a&aSR_ GKS NIRA2 Yl {Sdal SEIYA)/I

¢26y ! YFGSdzZNJ wl RA2 /SYiNBzI az
2 A0K 2dzadTt w KIIﬁI%KiZSfiIVQ YR GKS I af
O2y il Ota 6SNB YIRS RdNAy3a (KS LI
+AO02NE %{mMzx+x YIYyIFI3ISR I v{h gAa
bAGI Yyl S %5l 48 1ARRSEOAay 3 |y
R2 KI@Ay3 2dzaid LI aaSR éiKS NI RA?2
[ S22 w“{@M[(o9mW| BSRUzZOI AYSNBFR AyiS
UNBG GNIyavyra@aazy @GAab I alraSttad
+AO002NE %{ m+ dH> QOQaYYSE)/OJA R | yR RSUyAGSte& az2y!

v{hé 2y aldSttAiSa I NB aKz2 NI YAV 221 AdNES FI-2yNS5 | &NZRd:

O2yial Ota &y GKS FdzidzNB o

2S XrFy G2 aSd dzLJ F avylff adrez2y KSNB i GKS
= A % A = = 2d'

Satellite types. Example SO-50

Power saving

= CTCSS tone 74 4Hz to arm 10 min timer
iﬁ’ CICSS tone 67z during QSO
Jownkink 436.800 FM

SAUDISAT-1C (S0-50)

Status: ACTIVE CTCSS W 24A Kt

Frequencies +/- Doppler

Wdzf @ Kk Wdzt AS Hamd wlk RA2



Amateur Radi

Your gateway to a career in

engineering and science
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