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Draft 5 MHz Band Plan 
 
Background 
 
Following the Friday 25 May 2018 announcement by ICASA of the 100 kHz alloca�on on a 
shared non-interference basis in the 60 metre band (5 MHz) as well as channel 5 290 kHz for 
the 5 MHz propaga�on research project, a 60 metre band plan must be put into place. The 
alloca�on is 5 350 to 5 450 kHz and 5 290 kHz. 
 
Most Member Socie�es in Region 1, 2 and 3 only received the WRC-15 5 MHz alloca�on of 
5 351.5 to 5 366.5 kHz with 15 Wat EIRP. At the 2017 IARU Region 1 General Conference 
(September 2017) in Landshut, Germany, the Permanent HF Commitee (C4) discussed the 5 
MHz band plan and Recommenda�on LA17_C4_REC_02 was accepted by the Final Plenary. 
 
That the following proposed usage plan for the WRC-15 5 MHz allocation be implemented in 
Region 1 with a view to harmonising across all regions:  
5 351.5 – 5 354.0 kHz 200 Hz CW / narrow band modes  
5 354.0 – 5 366.0 kHz 2 700 Hz All modes. USB recommended for voice operation  
5 366.0 – 5 366.5 kHz 20 Hz Weak signal narrow band modes  
It is recommended that frequencies within the WRC-15 allocation only be used if there are no 
other frequencies available at 5 MHz under domestic (ITU-R RR Article 4.4)1 permissions. Local 
nets and long rag chew QSOs should avoid the WRC-15 allocation if possible. Emergency 
communications traffic and exercises may use the 5 MHz band.  
 
Proposal 
 
That South Africa uses the Region 1 5 MHz Band Plan as basis. The CW, Narrow band modes 
from 5 350.0 – 5 354.0 giving 1,5 Hz more than the WRC-15 allocation. The next two 
allocations as per the WRC-15 allocation and the 5 366.6 to 5 450.0 as All modes, USB 
recommended for voice operation. 
 
60 m Band: 

Frequency (kHz) Max Bandwidth 
(Hz) 

Preferred Mode and Usage 

5 290 20 WSPR Beacons for the propagation project 
5 350.0 – 5 354.0 500 CW, Narrow band modes – digimodes (Note 2) 
5 354.0 – 5 366.0 

5 357.0 
5 360.0 

2 700 All modes, USB recommended for voice operation 
FT8 CoA  
SOTA/WWFF CoA (international) 

 
1 4.4 Administrations of the Member States shall not assign to a station any frequency in derogation of either the Table of 
Frequency Allocations in this Chapter or the other provisions of these Regulations, except on the express condition that 
such a station, when using such a frequency assignment, shall not cause harmful interference to and shall not claim 
protection from harmful interference caused by, a station operating in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, 
the Convention and these Regulations. 
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5 366.0 – 5 366.5 20 Weak signal narrow band modes  
5 366.6 – 5 450.0 

 
5 370.0 
5 390.0 
5 410.0 

2 700 All modes, USB recommended for voice operation 
(note 3) 
General calling frequency 
SOTA/ZSFF/WAGS CoA 
Emergency CoA (SARL Hamnet) 

 
Notes 
1. Power limited to 26 dBw 
2. South African radio amateurs must note the WRC-15 allocation and Region 1 band 
plan - 5 351.5 – 5 354.0 kHz 200 Hz CW / narrow band modes. 5 354.0 – 5 366.0 kHz 2 700 Hz 
All modes. USB recommended for voice operation 5 366.0 – 5 366.5 kHz 20 Hz Weak signal 
narrow band modes  
3. It is strongly recommended that frequencies within the WRC-15 allocation only be 
used if there are no other frequencies available at 5 MHz under domestic (ITU-R article 4.4) 
permissions.  
4. Local nets and long rag chew QSOs should not use the WRC-15 allocation at 5 MHz but 
should instead make use of the 3,5 MHz, 5 MHz domestic or 7 MHz bands where there is more 
spectrum available. 
 
Definitions 
All modes - CW, SSB and those modes listed as Centres of Activity, plus AM (Consideration 
should be given to adjacent channel users) 
Image modes - Any analogue or digital image modes within the appropriate bandwidth, for 
example SSTV and FAX 
Narrow band modes - All modes using up to 500 Hz bandwidth, including CW, RTTY, PSK, etc. 
Digimodes - Any digital mode used within the appropriate bandwidth, for example RTTY, PSK, 
MT63, etc. 
 


